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JOHN  S ANDERSON.  M D 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  8428  4 


of  Montana 

State  department  of  ISealth 

and  Environmental  Sciences 
P.O.  Box  1031 

Kalispell,  Montana  59901 


May  24,  1973 


Mr.  M,  Stocking,  119  Somers  Avenue,  Whitefish 

Mr.  Ervin  Hanson,  Whitefish  City  County  Planning  Board,  Box  IO65 , Whitefish 
Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Honorable  John  Thorson,  Mayor,  City  of  Whitefish 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D. , County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish 
Les  Espeland , R.S. , Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919.  Kalispell 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena 
Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning 
and  Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E,  L5mdale  Avenue,  Helena 

Re:  Stocking  Subdivision 

Gentlemen : 


The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  remove  sanitary  restrictions  for  a subdivision  filed  with  Flathead 
County  as  Stocking  Subdivision. 

Because  this  subdivision  is  not  controversial  and  has  in  fact  been  approved 
by  the  local  planning  authority,  this  short  statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm  that 
the  project  has  been  submitted  to  this  office  for  review  and  environmental  evaluation. 


Plans  and  specifications  are  now  up  to  standard,  the  proposed  action  is  not 
considered  to  be  significant,  and  a recommendation  for  approval  has  been  recorded 

Sincerely , 


V 


Wilbui*  0.  Aikih , P.E. 
Public  Heaxth  Engineer 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 
Stocking  Subdivision 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE 

Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin 

May  24,  1973 

TYPE  OP  ACTION: 

Removal  of  Sanitary  Rostrictilms 


Proposed:  A fifteen-acre  subdivision  two  miles  NNW  of  Whitefish,  Montana.  Area 
LOCATION:  is  contingent  to  Montana  Secondary  Road  487.  Whitefish  Lake  is  500  ft.  south  of 
developmental  area  at  the  closest  point.  Geo,  ref:  NE;i  of  Sec.  23,  T.3IN.  , R.22W 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  The  Stocking  Subdivision  consists  of  ?3  lots  in  two 
definable  tracts.  Lot  sizes  vary  from  17,600  to  over  30,000  square  feet;  average  size  is 
20,600  square  feet.  All  lots  are  accessible  from  a series  of  60  foot  wide  roads  which 
serve  the  conventional  grid  layout.  Water  is  to  be  provided  by  individual  drilled  wells. 
Individual  septic  tank  and  drainfield  systems  are  to  be  utilized  for  the  disposal  of 
sanitary  sewage.  This  area  is  included  in  the  Flathead  County  Landfill  District  and  the 
services  of  this  facility  will  be  available.  The  action  being  proposed  is  the  approval  of 
plans  and  specifications  dealing  with  this  proposal. 


The  Soil  Conservation  Service  shows  soil  in  this  area  to  be 
PERTINENT  INFORMATION:  Whitefish  gravelly  silt  and  Whitefish  silty  loams.  This  gravelly- 
silty  condition  is  continuous  to  considerable  depth.  Such  a surface/subsurface  is  accept- 
able for  septic  tank  effluents  wherever  the  drainfield  site  is  on  ground  of  less  than  7^ 
slope.  The  Stocking  Subdivision  is  exceptionally  flat  and  featureless.  Area  is  also  listed 
as  acceptable  for  roads,  parking,  lawns,  landscaping  and  play  areas.  Individual  drilled 


wells  have  proven  to  be  an  established  fact.  Several  wells  have  been  completed  at  100  ft. 
CO'IMENTS:  plus  depths  with  good  flow  and  good  quality. 

(Written,  of  necessity,  from  an  ex  post  facto  perspective). 

1.  Environmental  Impact 

The  area  under  consideration  was  (and  still  is  partly)  second  growth  poorly 
timbered  forest  land.  In  agricultural  terms,  the  ground  would  be  classified  into 
Class  III  or  IV,  useful  for  pasture  or  hay  meadows  if  irrigated  and  cared  for;  but 
of  poor  to  very  poor  productiveness.  It  would  appear  the  subdivision  is  probably 
the  highest  and  best  use  of  this  property. 

Additional  unmeasured  impacts  can  be  expected  with  regard  to  traffic  and  roads 
schools  and  other  public  services,  as  well  as  soil,  vegetation,  ground  water  and 
recreational  use.  Secondary  impacts  such  as  internal  roads  have  already  been 
experienced  and  partly  completed. 

2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

Serious  possible  adverse  effects  relate  primarily  to  water  quality  in  Whitefis|i 
l^ike.  The  lake  is  a public  water  supply  and  highly  classified  insofar  as  water 
quality  standards  are  concerned.  Increased  shoreline  activity  and  increased  use  of 
this  drainage  area  for  waste  disposal  would  ultimately  have  an  effect  upon  the  wate 
in  the  lake.  Creation  of  new  subdivisions  close  to,  yet  outside,  town  can  generate 

3.  Alternatives  difficult  political  pressures  as  the  area  develops  and  joint  means  art? 

proposed  to  deal  with  the  cumulative  environmental  effects. 

Approval  is  the  only  alternative  considered  now  that  it  has  been  established  t lat 
(1)  the  subdivision  has  been  filed  and  accepted  by  the  county,  (2)  the  project  has 
the  written  approval  of  the  WJiitefish  City-County  Planning  Board,  (3)  the  plans  and 
specifications  are  acceptable  under  existing  laws  and  regulations,  and  (4)  lots  have 

, Jje.en  spld  pnd  hom9S  are  b^lng  erected  which  arej-in  compliance  with  county  state  law. 

4.  Tills  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  LJ  Not  Significant  lAJ 

Basis  for  Decision:  The  Act  controlling  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage 
disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5CD1  to  69-5005#  the  Act  controlling  water 
pollution.  Section  69-4801  to  4827,  and  the  regulations  based  thereon  have  been 
found  to  be  complied  with. 
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JOHN  S,  ANDERSON  M D 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


P.O.  Box  1031 
Ifelispell,  Montana  59901 


May  24,  1973 


Mr.  John  Lozeau,  R.S.,  Indian  Health  Service,  St.  Ignatius,  Montana  59865 

Mr.  Charles  0.  John, son,  West  Shore  (Timberlane  Campground)  Poison,  Mt.  59860 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lake  County  Courthouse,  Poison 

Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Ralph  Campbell,  M.D. , Lake  County  Health  Officer,  Poison 

A1  Hawkaluk,  Lake  County  Sanitarian,  Poison 

Environmental  Services  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Ehvironmental 
Sciences,  Helena 

Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning 
and  Economic  Development , Helena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Avenue,  Helena 

Re:  Timberlane  Trailer  Court-Campground 

Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  approve  the  water  and  sewer  systems  for  a new  trailer  court 
development  previously  licensed  as  Timberlane  Campground. 

Because  this  recreational  enlapgpment  is  of  small  size  and  comparatively 
well  designed,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  controversial;  however,  this  short 
statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm  that  the  project  has  been  submitted  to  this 
office  for  review  and  environmental  evaluation. 

Pending  several  minor  changes,  the  plans  and  specifications  will  be  up  to 
standard;  the  proposed  action  is  not  considered  to  be  significant,  and  a recommend- 
ation for  approval  will  be  recorded. 


Sincerely, 


W0A;sh 


>>*■' 


K, 


b3N>1 


tm 


i’  *v 


r~iftf''<isi!fc 


-i-j 


. .“Vi'vrA'X''' 

. ’'Mtr  ’jiijM'  ., 

■■  ■ •’:.^r  ■ :i‘y-  j " 


..1 

' k'iWv’ 


!§■  : 


■ .rto  ' * I'®  Wi.  ‘i'lt- 


<tftmX/fi'  ,:j 


' I 6:  1q  ;lp#>e 

'‘''‘ll.lft-jfti&lkeM; 


: ( 


■6n»'  #■; 


««# 


■■'Wl 


li' 


idifitii 


■■  ■■  ,•  ^:  ■■  iijj.  J 

. yihs  n«.poo  ■ h^' 


; ' •"->  •'ll  ^1* 


^wi 

'w 


ii^'' 


' ^ I 


■0X3 


r * 


"-.Vtf  A 


i*  J-.  i 


PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 

Timberlane  Campground 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Trailer 

Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin 

May  24.1973 

Court  Approval  & Licensing 

LOCATION:  5^39  acres  nine  miles  north  of  Poison,  Montana.  Site  is  one-half  mile  east 


by  gravelled  county  road  from  U.S.  Highway  93*  (See  Map  enclosure).  Deed  exhibit  shox^^s 
property  to  include  approximately  110  feet  of  frontage  on  Flathead  Lake. 


Geo.  ref:  SE4  of  SW|  of  Section  25,  T,24N. , R.21W. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION: 

A campground  and  travel  trailer  park  known  as  Timberlane  has  submitted  plans  and 
specifications  for  expansion.  This  is  a long  time  well  established  facility  which  is  now 
licensed  the  State  of  Montana  as  a campground  and  travel  trailer  park.  With  the  pro- 
posed expansion  the  facility  would  be  classified  and  licensed  as  a trailer  court. 


Existing  facility: 
Proposed  facility: 


10  travel  trailer  spaces,  2 rental  cabins,  an  office/manager 's 
home,  bath  house-comfort  station  and  miscellaneous  buildings. 

5 travel  trailer  spaces,|  7 permanent  type  trailer  sites,]  2 rental 


cabins,  an  office/manager's  home,  bath  house-comfort  station  and 
miscellaneous  buildings,  (note  the  reduction  in  travel  trailer  spa 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION: 


ces  jV 


Water  Supply;  Water  for  existing  development  is  provided  by  120  foot  drilled  well. 
f)  Yield  is  low  and  a second  drilled  well  is  to  be  developed.  Upgraded  system  should  meet 
the  modest  needs  of  this  development. 


Sewage  Disposal:  The  added  increment  of  sanitary  sewage  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  septic 
tank  and  single  subsurface  evaporation  seepage  bed.  Site  of  the  proposed  disposal  bed  is 
400  feet  from  the  high  water  level  of  Flathead  Lake.  It  is  also  II5  feet  from  an  intermitjtont 
stream  bed  known  as  Clear  Cr.  which  traverses  the  area.  Existing  facilities  are  served  by 
septic  tanks  and  absorption  trenches,  the  closest  one  of  which  is  250  feet  from  Flathead 
Lake.  To  our  knowledge  there  have  been  no  complaints  or  evidence  of  failure  from  these 
systems. 

As  mentioned,  a seepage  bed  has  been  proposed  as  a method  of  field  disposal.  Normally 
such  arrangements  are  not  acceptable  because  of  the  great  area  required.  However,  there 
are  only  seven  trailers  in  the  system,  absorption  appears  to  be  well  established  at  a 
minimum  2|  gallons  per  square  foot  per  day,  and  the  750  square  foot  bed  should  prove 
satisfactory.  The  bottom  of  the  bed  has  been  documented  as  being  at  least  4 feet  above 
the  seasonal  high  ground  water  table. 


Topography : The  area  being  developed  for  trailer  spaces  is  on  a 5 - 10'^  5lo].)e.  Three 
excavations  will  be  necessary.  (l)  • Five  of  the  trailer  sites  will  be  excavated  to 
provide  a level  location.  (2)  The  seepage  bed  will  be  excavated  to  provide  a level  bottom 
(3)  A new  entry  road  crossing  the  Clear  Creek  Irainago  will  be  required  to  service  the 
new  locations.  All  scar  slopes  will  be  planted  to  grass  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Frsllnlnary  Impact  Assesonent 

Png*  Two 


COMMENTS:  The  following  commonts  were  made  ^ the  developer  in  response  to  the  environments 
questionaire  given  him.  They  appear  to  be  objective,  reasonably  complete  and  in  line  with 
observations  made  in  the  field . 

1.  Bivlronioental  Impact  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  expansion  can  have  any 
significant  impact  considering  the  scale  of  the  project  and  the  existing  recreations 
use  of  the  land  over  the  past  20  years.  If  anything,  the  aesthetics  have  been  im- 
proved, old. cabins  have  been  removed  and  all  factors  have  been  taken  into  account 
in  locating  trailer  sites  and  disposal  facilities. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  zoning  in  that  only  existing  recreational  area 
is  to  be  used  (approximately  two  acres)  and  the  project  has  not  been  spread  out  ovei 
the  entire  7 acre  block,  thereby  disrupting  and  changing  the  landscape  and  vegetaticr 
The  timbered  area  and  open  meadows  have  been  purposefully  left  open  for  these  reasors 
all  buildings  and  color  will  blend  with  the  natural  setting. 

2.  Adverse  Environnsntal  Effects 


From  past  operation  of  the  resort,  we  anticipate  no  adverse  environmental 
effects.  Possible  public  objections  could  arise  over  congestion  and  traffic  since 
there  are  residences  adjacent  to  this  property.  However,  it  should  be  noted  that 
(l)  the  long  time  this  property  has  been  used  for  recreation;  (2)  any  traffic 
congestion  occurs  only  during  summer  months  (on  certain  weekends)  since  it  does  not 
operate  as  a resort  during  the  winter;  (3)  the  expansion  might  lessen  traffic  by 
increasing  week-day  population  and  reducing  weekend  traffic;  (4)  priority  is  to  be 
given  to  older  married  couples  without  children  or  pets.  We  anticipate  no  new 
problems. 

3.  Alternatives 

1.  To  continue  to  operate  as  at  present. 

2.  To  emphasize  further  cabin  construction  to  replace  trailer  operation,  or 
to  supplement  it. 

3.  Sell  the  property  to  a new  developer  out  of  economic  necessity. 


4,  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  f i Not  Significant  f ^ 1 
Basis  for  Decision: 

The  Act  controlling  Tourist  Campgrounds,  Section  69-5601  to  560?,  and  the 
Act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  to  482?  requires  written  approval 
of  plans  and  specifications  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences.  A recommendation  for  approval  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Environmental 
Services  Bureau  for  action. 
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Kalispell , Montana  59901 


June  1,  1973 


Mr.  O.H.  Parker,  Box  308,  Browning,  Montana  5941? 

Mr.  Charles  Hash,  President,  Kalispell  City  County  Planning  Board, 

Rural  Route  2,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Honorable  Lawrence  Bjorneby,  Mayor  of  Kalispell,  City  Hall,  Kalispell 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  2 Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D. , County  Health  Officer,  Box  42?,  Whitefish 
Les  Espeland,  R.S. , Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental 
Sciences,  Helena 

^ Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations , Division 

of  Planning  and  Economic  Development , Helena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
Mr.  Carl  Lauterjung,  Water  Superintendent,  City  of  Kalispell 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Avenue,  Helena 

Re:  Parker's  Trailer  Court 

Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  approve  plans  and  specifications,  and  license  a trailer  court  to 
be  known  as  Parker's  Trailer  Court. 

Because  this  court  is  in  an  area  apparently  committed  to  such  use  and  does 
not  appear  to  be  controversial,  this  short  statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm 
that  the  project  has  been  submitted  to  this  office  for  review  and  environmental 
evaluation . 

Plans  and  specifications  are  now  up  to  standard,  the  proposed  action  is  not 
considered  to  be  significant,  and  a recommendation  for  approval  will  be  made  as 
soon  as  several  minor  pre-conditions  have  been  satisfied. 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 
Parker's  Trailer  Court 


OIVISION: 

Environmental  Sciences 


PREPARED  r>Y: 
Wilbur  0.  Aikin 


DATE 

June  1,1973 


TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Trailer 

Court  Approval  & Licensing 


Four  acres  one-quarter  mile  SE  of  Kalispell  City  Limits.  To  occupy  5 lots  of 
LOCATION:  a subdivision  platted  v?ith  Flathead  County  as  Block  3 of  Greenacres  Northwest, 
Access  directly  off  a county  road  called  Collier  Lane  (see  Map  enclosure). 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Nineteen  trailer  sites  have  been  proposed  for  this  block 
of  ground.  Each  site  encompasses  6250  square  feet  in  a conventional  grid  and  central  road 
design  layout.  Water  is  to  be  supplied  by  a private  drilled  well  system  and  sewage  will  be 
disposed  of  by  septic  tank  and  drainfield.  Area  is  included  in  the  county  wide  landfill 
district  and  solid  waste  will  be  disposed  of  to  this  facility.  Area  is  flat  except  for  tha 
portion  contingent  on  an  old  ox-bow  slough  at  the  west  end.  Cut  and/or  filling  will  not  be 
necessary  and  drainfields  will  not  encroach  on  the  slough  side  slopes.  Ground  water,  surfa 
water  spacing  requirements  will  be  met,  as  will  open  space  requirements  in  the  court  itself 


:;e 


S.C.S.  reports  show  the  soil  in  this  area  to  be  Tally-Flathead- 
PERTINENT  INFORMATION:  Blanchard  sandy  loams.  These  soils  have  only  slight  limitation 
for  septic  tanks,  roads,  lawns,  landscaping  and  play  areas.  Water  is  available  from  the 
deep  level  aquifer  (over  200  ft.  deep)  in  good  quantity  and  quality.  Plans  and  specifications 
for  water,  sewage  disposal  and  solid  waste  ^ now  meet  requirements  of  State  Dept,  of  Healti. 
Area  is  also  beyond  city  limits  and  services,  such  as  water  and  sewer,  have  been  determined  to 


be  unavailable, 


CO'IMENTS ; 


1. 


Environmental  Impact 

Area  under  consideration  is  open,  unused  grassland.  In  agricultural  terms 
this  land  is  Class  II;  however,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  area  is  already 
approved  for  subdivision.  This  new  proposed  use  is  more  a matter  of  degree  of 
density  than  a question  of  commitment. 

Unevaluated  impacts  can  be  expected  with  regard  to  traffic  and  roads, 
schools  and  public  services,  as  well  as  soil,  vegetation,  surface  water  and 
ground  water. 

Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

The  only  visible  serious  environmental  effect  will  be  to  the  water  in  the 
adjacent  slough.  This  is  a closed  water  course  and  nutrient  level  can  be  expected 
to  accelerate  as  the  land  immediately  adjacent  goes  to  concentrated  residential  use. 


3. 


Alternatives 

1.  Approval,  as  specified  by  the  submitted  plans  and  specifications. 

2.  Disapproval,  and  subsequent  use  as  a five  lot  subdivision  block.  This  alternati 
is  very  tenuous  because  adjacent  areas  are  already  heavily  used  by  other  trailer  court 
facilities,  and  the  requirements  of  the  State  Department  of  Health  have  been  met.  In 
addition  the  local  planning  organization  has  not  as  yet  assumed  any  authority  on  zoning 
procedures  for  trailer  courts,  apd  there  is  no  local  mechanism  for  review  of  less  tangible 

4 . This^ftiv  ision  Ac^i(A  tforis^e^etf:^^ Significant  C Not  Significant  13 

Basis  for  Decision:  . 

The  Act  controlling  Tourist  Campgrounds,  Section  69-5601  to 

5607,  and  the  Act  to  control  Water  Pollution,  Section  69-4801  to  4827  requires  written 
approval  of  plans  and  specifications  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmenta] 
Sciences.  A recommendation  for  approval  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Environmental  Sciences 
Bureau  for  action. 
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(y  CanaTEjivironmental  Sdiences 

P.O.  Box  1031 

Htt3BM3fepddffif!KntMA 

Kali spell,  Montana  59901 

June  4,  1973 


Mr.  M.  Bradbury,  Rural  Route  1,  Big  Fork,  Montana  59911 
J.D.  Armijo,  P.E, , Ph.D. , Rural  Route  1,  Big  Fork,  Montana  59911 
Mr,  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  2 Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D. , County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish 
Les  Espeland , R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental 
Sciences,  Helena 

Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division 
^ of  Planning  and  Economic  Development , Helena 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Avenue,  Helena 
Montana  State  Highway  Commission,  Kalispell 

Re:  Bear  Creek  Village 

Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  approve  plans  and  specifications,  and  license  a trailer  court  to 
be  known  as  Bear  Creek  Village. 

Because  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  this  trailer  court  meets  the  environ- 
mental requirements  for  approval  of  the  State  of  Montana  and  does  not  appear  to 
be  controversial,  this  short  statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm  that  the  project 
has  been  submitted  to  this  office  for  review  and  evaluation. 

A recommendation  for  approval  will  be  made  as  soon  as  engineering  specifi- 
cations, to  standard,  are  submitted  to  this  office. 


Sincerely, 


JOHN  S.  ANDERSON,  M.D. 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 
Bear  Creek  Village  - A Trailer  Court 


DIVISION: 

Environmental  Sciences 


PREPARED  BY; 
Wilbur  0.  Aikin 


DATE: 

June  ^,1973 


TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Trailer 
Court  Approval  & Licensing 


LOCATION:  17,88  acres  along  State  Route  326  six  (road)  miles  east  of  Big  Fork.  Montana. 

Fourteen  hundred  feet  of  this  property  fronts  on  the  east  side  of  the  paved  state  highway. 
The  Swan  River  is  approximately  1000  feet  to  the  northwest  at  its  nearest  point.  Property 
is  also  one  mile  north  of  the  Lake  County  Line.  Geo.  reference:  SE^  of  SW^,  Section  26, 
Township  27N. , Range  I9W. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION: 

25  permanent  trailer  sites  are  being  proposed  at  this  location.  Sites  will  occupy 
approximately  ten  acres  in  the  18  acre  block  with  the  remainder  left,  as  is,  for 
recreation,  pasture  and  scenic  uses. 

Design  layout  is  definitely  unconventional  by  Montana  standards.  A minimum-grade 
loop  road  has  been  surveyed  through  the  designated  area  and  sites  selected  with  an  eye  to 
adaptable  topography  and  lessened  impact  rather  than  maximum  density.  Area  is  wooded  on  a 
0 to  3%  slope,  possibly  rising  to  5^  on  the  east  side. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION: 

Soil  in  the  residential  trailer  zone  is  Krause  Gravelly  Loam.  This  appears  on  the 
maps  and  in  the  field  as  a shallow  loamy  soil  over  loose  coarse  material.  Apparently  site 
is  atop  the  low  alluvial  or  outwash-fan  land  forms  which  commonly  occur  along  the  east 
side  of  the  valley  at  the  Swan  Valley-Flat head  Valley  juncture. 

The  Soil  Conservation  Service  report  indicates  only  slight  limitations  for  septic 
tanks  and  effluents  which  are  constructed  in  this  kind  of  soil.  It  is  also  classified  as 
having  only  slight  limitations  for  roads  and  parking,  lawns,  landscaping,  storm  drainage 
and  play  areas.  Purely  in  terms  of  soil  environment,  this  is  an  excellent  condition  for 
residential  use. 

The  Agricultural  Classification  for  Krause  Gravelly  Loam  is  IVs-4.  Such  a capabilitj 
indicates  very  little  productivity  or  value  insofar  as  agricultural  potential  is  concerned 

Water  is  to  be  provided  by  drilled  well.  Details  are  lacking  as  to  expectations  on 
this  matter,  but  an  existing  shallow  well  at  least  makes  supply  a certainty,  although  it 
may  have  to  be  treated  if  a deeper  source  cannot  be  tapped. 

Area  is  also  part  of  the  Flathead  County  Landfill  District  and  solid  waste  will  be 
disposed  of  to  this  facility. 

The  timbered  sites  will  be  left  in  as  natural  a state  as  possible.  In  doing  so  a 
green  belt  will  remain  on  the  periphery  of  the  development.  It  is  anticipated  that 
virtually  all  of  the  mobile  home  sites  will  be  effectively  screened  from  the  contingent 
highway  view. 

Access  through  the  development  will  be  by  private  gravelled  road.  There  will  also 
be  two  turn-offs  from  the  highway  into  the  area.  No  stream  crossings  are  anticipated 
and  no  drainage  will  be  required.  Cut  and  fill  procedures  will  not  be  significant. 
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Preliminar/  Impact  Assessment 
Page  Two 

Bear  Creek  Village 


COMMENTS: 


1.  Eiivironmental  Impact  Present  land  use  is  second  growth  timber.  The  development 
will  physically  remove  ten  acres  from  this  existing  natural  state.  In  itself,  impact  from 
the  project  cannot  be  significant.  Cumulatively  the  tremendous  developmental  activity 
along  the  lower  Swan  River  is  having  and  will  have  high  impact  on  soil,  surface  water, 
ground  water,  traffic,  vegetation,  schools,  commercial  service,  recreation  and  aesthetics. 

It  should  be  noted ,‘ however , that  if  all  trailer  court  developments  were  as  well 
designed  and  planned  as  this  one  is, the  environmental  impacts  would  be  considerably 
lessened . 


2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

Discharge  of  nutrients  into  the  ground  water  table  increases  the  likelihood  of 
adverse  water  quality  effects  in  the  adjacent  Swan  River-Flathead  Lake  System.  The  area 
to  the  east  of  this  ground  is  also  good  wildlife  habitat.  The  installation  of  permanent 
residences  in  this  area  could  cause  harassment  and  the  lessened  use  of  this  habitat. 


3.  Alternatives 

To  approve,  based  on  plans  and  specifications  submitted  to  this  office. 

To  disapprove,  based  on  evidence  that  the  data  relative  to  sewage  systems,  solid 
waste  or  water  supply  is  not  approvable  according  to  State  Law  and  regulations  governing 
such  activities. 

Zoning  has  not  been  considered  as  an  alternative  simply  because  Flathead  County  has 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  develop  criteria  dealing  with  trailer  court  matters  from  a compre- 
hensive perspective. 

4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  f t Not  Significant  fXI 
Basis  for  Decision: 

The  Act  controlling  Tourist  Campgrounds,  Section  69-5601  to  5607  and  the  Act  to 
control  Water  Pollution,  Section  69-4801  to  4827  requires  written  approval  of  plans  and 
specifications  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  A recommend- 
ation for  approval  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Environmental  Sciences  Bureau  for  action  as 
soon  as  the  engineering  specifications  for  sewage,  water  and  solid  waste  are  accepted  as 
approvable. 
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^nd  lEnvironmental  Sciences 
P.O.  Box  1031 
:Hs:iccispcp{Mom?Ai^ 

Kalispell,  Montana  59901 


June  6,  1973 


I- 

<s£> 


CEG  Associates,  Box  72,  Whitefish 

Mr.  Charles  Doyle,  Room  20,  Glacier  Building.  Kalispell 

Mr.  Ervin  Hanson,  Whitefish  City  County  Planning  Board,  Whitefish 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 

Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Honorable  John  Thorson,  Mayor,  City  of  i^liitefish 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  2 Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  FTLathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427-  Whitefish 
Les  Espeland , R.S,,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919.  Kalispell 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Dept.  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena 
Montana  Department  of  Intergovernmental  lielations.  Division  of 
Planning  and  Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena 
c,^Io«tana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Avenue,  Helena 


Re:  Cedar  Estates  Subdivision 


Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  remove  sanitary  restrictions  for  a subdivision  to  bo  filed  with 
Flathead  County  as  Cedar  Estates. 

Because  the  subdivision  is  not  controversial,  at  least  not  at  this  point 
in  time,  and  has  received  a somewhat  vague  verbal  approval  from  the  Whitefish 
City  County  Planning  Board,  this  short  statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm  that 
the  project  has  been  submitted  to  this  office  for  review  and  environmental 
evaluation . 


Plans  and  specifications  are  within  minimum  standards  and  the  subdivision 
is  too  small  to  be  considered  significant;  however,  any  recomn'nndation  will  bo 
held  temporarily  in  abeyance  pending  receipt  of  written  statements  from  several 
agencies  affirming  the  acceptance  of  several  important  considerations. 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 


Cedar  Estates 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

— ■ 

TYPE  CF  ACTION: 

, Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin 

June  6.1973 

Sanitary  Restrictions 

LOCATION:  A five  acre  block  of  ground  approximately  one-half  mile  due  north  of  the 
V/hitefish  City  Limits.  Four  hundred  feet  of  this  property  fronts  on  the  west  side  of 
Texas  Avenue.  Whitefish  Lake  is  over  one-half  mile  to  the  west.  Geo.  reference: 

SWiT  of  SE^  of  Section  2^,  T.3IN.,  R.22W. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION: 

A subdivision  of  twelve  lots  (to  be  known  as  Cedar  Estates  Subd ivision ) has  been 
proposed  for  this  block  of  ground.  Ten  of  these  lots  are  13,200  square  feet  in  size;  the 
two  remaining  are  15,200  square  feet  each.  Design  is  conventional  grid,  six  lots  to  a 
side  with  a single  straight  access  road  down  the  center  of  the  tract.  Roadway  is  to  be 
60  feet  wide,  emerging  onto  Texas  Avenue  on  the  east  end  with  a cul-de-sac  indicated  on 
the  west  end.  Water  is  to  be  provided  by  the  City  of  Whitefish,  and  sewage  disposal  is 
to  be  by  septic  tank  and  absorption  field. 

Apparently  this  is  a subdivision  of  a subdivision.  This  block  occupies  Lot  4,  Block  5 
of  the  Whitefish  Townsite  Companies  Five  Acre  Tracts. 


PERTINENT  INFORMiATION: 

Soil  in  this  area  is  listed  by  the-S.C. 
indicate  severe  limitation  because  of  slow 


S.  as  Half  Moon  Silty  Loam.  Engineering  Studies 
percolation.  Percolation  tests  made  at  the  site 


also  reflect  strongly  on  the  extreme  impermeability  of  the  soil. 

Because  of  this  excessively  tight  soil,  special  considerations  have  been  included  as 
part  of  the  submitted  plan.  One  hundred -fifty  square  feet  of  drainfield  will  be  required 
for  each  bedroom  and  the  laundry  wastes  will  be  restricted  to  a separate  system.  The 
typical  lot  layout  submitted  includes  this  design  feature  and  the  sanitary  restriction 
removal  document  will  be  so  worded.  Drainfield  failures  are  definite  possibilities  under 
such  conditions  and  since  these  failures  are  the  result  of  heavy  laundry  waste  water 
application,  it  appeared  mandatory  that  the  two  waste  systems  be  separated. 

The  information  as  to  the  anticipated  difficulty  with  individual  sewage  systems 
becomes  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Sanitarian  once  these  systems  have  been  estaV'l  isiifjrl 
as  feasible,  however  large,  and  the  sanitary  restrictions  removed.  However,  fdio  poienLial 
home  builder  should  be  aware  of  this  problem  from  the  beginning  and,  although  the  Sta*,f? 
cannot  require  it,  information  of  this  fact  should  be  included  in  the  covenants. 

Roads  will  be  equally  difficult  to  maintain  in  this  soil  because  they  frost  heave 
badly  and  have  an  unfavorable  load-bearing  capacity.  Drainage  will  be  a slight  se^asonal 
problem  because  snow  and  storm  runoff  tends  to  pond  on  the  comparatively  flat  dense 
surface.  This  runoff  will  also  affect  drainfields  during  certain  times  of  the  year. 

Other  factors  such  as  building  sites,  lawns,  landscaping,  parks  and  play  areas  are 
given  as  only  moderately  limiting,  however.  The  surface  is  slippery  or  sticky  when  v;et 
whenever  or  wherever  it  is  not  provided  with  grass  or  other  ground  cover. 

Ground  water  contamination  is  not  a factor  because  it  has  been  already  shoxvn  that  tlie 
maximum  ground  water  elevation  is  well  below  the  required  datum.  The  ground  water  table  is 
not  so  deep  that  seepage  pits  will  be  allowed.  A statement  in  the  sanitary  restriction 
removal  document  will  specify  that  seepage  pits  are  not  acceptable.  The  ground  under 
consideration  has  been  long  since  cleared  of  its  native  vegetation,  and  the  area  is  now 
residential  open  pasture  land.  It  also  falls  in  Capability  Unit  IIs-1 , a com[i.arat  ivnly 
valuable  classification  in  terms  of  agricultural  potential.  The  significance  of  this  fact 
is  mitigated  by  the  fact  that  the  land  is  alreaiiy  subdivided  into  five  aero  tracts. 

It  has  been  circumstantially  demonstrated  that  this  is  an  unfavorable  location  for 
subdivision  and  residential  living  at  the  density  indicated.  However,  a safe  sanitary 
water  supply  is  available,  septic  tanks  and  drainfields  are  feasible,  although  awkward  and 
— ____  (cant . ) 
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Page  Twc 

Pertinent  Information  (continued). 

solid  waste  will  be  adequately  disposed  of  to  the  County  Landfill  Site, 

^ J ^e  project  is^said  to  have  the  verbal  approval  of  the  '^itefish  City  County  Planning  3oanI. 

^ there  is  no  recourse  but  to  approve,  although  a comprehensive  analysis  would  rrobablv 
show  that  the  area  should  not  be  subdivided  at  high  density  until  the  city  offers  to  take  ’ 

: 'W3ste  water  away,  in  a sewer,  once  they  have  generously  given  rise  to  it  in  the 

form  of  a water  supply. 

* 

1.  Environmental  Impact 

The  usual  residential  development  impact  can  be  expected  with  regard  to  traffic 
patterns,  soils,  water  supply,  vegetation,  schools,  public  services  and  aesthetics.  Twelve 
small  lots  will  not  by  themselves  present  any  insurmountable  problems,  especially  if  the 
county  restriction  removal  and  septic  tank  installation  procedures  are  adhered  to  closely. 

The  area  is  already  randomly  developed  on  a fairly  large  lot  basis.  This  has  not 
presented  any  extraordinary  problem,  if  only  because  space  is  readily  available  for  alter- 
nate waste  disposal  sites.  It  has  also  been  common  procedure  for  people  in  this  area  to 
make  use  of  numerous  seepage  pit  systems,  a practice  that  should  not  be  tolerated  within 
the  Cedar  Estates  area. 

2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

oome  of  the  environmental  problems  enumerated  could  be  serious  depending  or:  wfiether 
or  not  continued  high  density  development  out  onto  the  old  lake  beds  north  and  northeast 
of  town  is  allowed  to  continue  through  the  expedient  of  the  City  of  Whitefish  kater  3u[)p''y. 

If  so,  the  impact  on  soil,  water  supply  and  roads  could  eventually  become  significant.. 

Development  of  this  area  should  be  comprehensive,  with  some  provision  made  for  !.hc 
potentially  adverse  imj-iact  of  sewage.  Several  small  areas  of  'wliitefish  already  suffer 
from  this  same  identical  problem,  and  public  health  problems  have  developed  that  have 
defied  solution  simply  because  of  cost,  lack  of  planning  consideration  or  the  inability  of 
the  City  to  cope  with  peripheral  areas  needing  community  sewage  disposal. 

3.  illternatives 

It  has  been  clearly  indicated  to  this  office  that  once  the  feasibility  and  statutor/’ 
requirements  of  subdivision  have  been  demonstrated  with  regard  to  water  supply,  sanitary 
sewage  and  solid  waste,  there  are  no  further  real  alternatives. 

In  the  absence  of  any  effective  consideration  of  the  problem  by  one  of  the  local 
planning  authorities,  it  is  the  intention  of  this  office  to  recommend  the  removal  of 
sanitary  restrictions  as  soon  as  a letter  from  the  City  of  v\/hitefish  is  received  verifying 
that  they  are  prepared  to  provide  water  to  this  subdivision. 

4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  [ \ Not  Significant  pTl 

Basis  for  Decision: 

The  Act  controlling  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  I’or 
subdivisions , Section  69-5001  to  69-5005,  the  Act  controlling  water  pollution,  Soctioii 
69-4801  to  4807,  and  the  regulations  based  thereon  have  been  found  to  be  compli>'r!  wif.h. 
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JOHN  S.  ANDERSON.  M.  D. 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


department  nf  Mealtii 

and  'Environmental  Sciences 
P.O.  Box  1031 
^fetglCOStXpcMCTlCT)^^ 

Kalispell,  Montana  59901 


June  6,  1973 


M-'  Ch»^  Office.  Big  Fork 

L’  S Building,  Kalispell 

^arTof'^CoLtrS’  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

MonUna  FisranH  ?r  n'^T’  P^^ead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
nontana  fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization.  2 Ford  Building  Kalispell 
Mr  &rWake'"sta^°T  , Capitol  Station,  Helena 

at  if  --- 

Montana  State  Highway  Department,  Kalispell 
He:  Peaceful  Acres  Subdivision 


Gentlemen 


The  enclosed  environmental  assessment 
application  to  remove  sanitary  restrictions 
i'lathead  County  as  Peaceful  Acres. 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 

Peaceful  Acres 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION: 

Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aik in 

June  6.1973 

Removal  of  Sanitary  Restrictic 

LOCATION:  A rectangular  block  of  seventy-five  acres  exactly  one  mile  north  of  Big  Fork 

in  the  rolling  foothills  immediately  west  of  State  Highway  35*  Access  to  the  proposed 
development  is  to  be  by  county  road  from  a single  Highway  35  turnoff  a few  feet  south  of 
a local  landmark-establishment  known  as  the  Pine  Cone  Kitchen. 

Geo,  reference;  SE^  of  SE^,  Sec,  24,  T.27N.,  R.20W  & NE^  of  NE^,  Sec,  25,  T.27N.,  R.20W. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION: 

A subdivision  of  sixty  lots  (to  be  known  as  Peaceful  Acres )has  been  proposed  for  this 
block  of  ground.  The  average  lot  is  approximately  35. COG  square  feet  in  size,  althoiigh 
there  are  several  lots  as  small  as  25,000  square  feet,  as  well  as  several  in  the  2 to  3 
acre  range. 

Generally  speaking,  the  design  layout  has  been  controlled  by  a curvelinear  internal 
loop  road  which  was  laid  out  to  county  grade  and  site  specifications.  Lots  were  then 
apportioned  according  to  the  access  made  possible  by  this  road,  hence  the  random  irregular- 
ity in  lot  sizes.  Three  short  private  spur  roads  were  also  required  to  provide  access  to 
some  of  the  back  boundary-lots  on  the  west  side  and  a pre-existing  county  road  provided  the 
same  access  for  back  lots  on  the  east  side.  - 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION: 

Topographically  this  development  lies  in  a broad  saddle  between  two  outside  high 
points  which  flank  the  tract  on  oast  and  west.  The  nearest  surface  stream  or  lake  is  an 
unnamed  shallow  "pot  hole"  lake  1000  feet  to  the  north.  No  streams  or  spring  seeps  were 
noted;  however,  it  might  be  said  that  half  of  the  area  "drains"  topographically  to  the 
north  and  the  opposite  half  "drains"  to  the  south. 

In  terms  of  soil,  the  entire  75  acres  is  remarkably  uniform  considering  the  foothill 
location.  Gravelly  loams  predominate  (Whitefish,  Krause,  Waits  and  Mires  moraine  deriva- 
tives are  all  represented)  with  shallow  patches  of  silty  or  sandy  loam  noted  on  the  rudi- 
mentary drainage  slopes  and  bottoms.  The  land  is  not  precipitously  eroded  or  dissected; 
however,  perfectly  flat  areas  are  few  and  scattered,  and  the  general  topography  will  force 
the  average  homeowner  to  build  on  a 3 to  7^  slope. 

Such  soils  are  not  ideal  sites  for  sewage  disposal.  In  fact,  they  are  listed  as  severr 
by  the  S.C.S.  because  of  either  slope  restriction  or  oversize  soil  aggregate  problems. 
However,  they  do  perc  well  (application  rate  2,5  to  3 gallons  per  square  foot  per  day) 
according  to  both  the  S.C.S.  and  the  fifteen  field  determinations  made  at  random  throughout 
the  subdivision.  In  addition,  ground  water  proximity  is  definitely  not  a problem  and  short 
seepage  pits  at  the  end  of  absorption  trenches  would  be  a discretionary  option  for  the  counljy 
sanitarian  in  the  inevitable  scattered  few  installations  where  effluent  waste  disposal  might 
prove  troublesome  because  of  boulder  fields  or  confining  slopes. 

Water  by  individual  drilled  wells  is  a reasonably  firm  expectation  in  this  area.  The 
hydrogeological  record  shows  that  wells  generally  must  go  to  bedrock  (lOO  to  300  feet)  to 
provide  very  modest  yields.  But  water  does  appear  to  be  available  (connate?)  although  at 
fairly  high  cost.  If,  in  time,  this  poorly  documented  aquifer  should  fail, the  P.P.&  L. 
supply  at  Big  Fork  is  not  beyond  consideration.  At  the  moment  a booster  pu/np  station  is  |- 
mile  to  the  south, and  at  the  rate  with  which  this  public  utility  is  moving  up  the  highway, 
this  supnly  will  be  contingent  to  Peaceful  Acres  within  five  years. 
i As  for  solid  waste,  the  project  will  be  served, by  the  County  Landfill  iystem. 

The  entire  area  is  presently  forested  as  a mixed  conifer  assemblage  - mostly  remnant 
Ponderosa,  Douglas  Fir,  Balsam,  Larch,  some  Birch,  with  shrubs,  woody  plants  Sind  native 
grasses.  Selective  logging  has  preceded  development;  some  long  ago,  some  very  recently. 
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Preliminary  Impact  Assessment 

Page  Two 

Peaceful  Acres 

* ■■  ■ 

COMMENTS: 


1.  Environmental  Impact 

That  area  one  to  two  miles  north  of  Big  Fork  along  Highway  35  is  experiencing  a 
remarkable  amount  of  firm  activity.  A large  shopping  center  is  now  under  construction 
within  half  a mile  of  this  proposal.  Inquiries  have  been  received  about  much  of  the 
adjacent  area.  The  cumulative  impact  of  these  activities  will  undoubtedly  become  enormous 
in  its  effect  on  the  soil,  vegetation,  wildlife,  roads,  traffic,  schools,  public  services, 
commercial  services,  recreation,  aesthetics  and  water  supply. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  this  community  is  even  remotely  ready  to  deal  with  these 
problems,  although  the  activity  appears  to  be  showing  a firm  commitment  and  the  impact  will 
be  very  real. 

2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

Fortunately,  the  very  physiographical  location  of  this  development  appears  capable 
of  absorbing  much  of  the  impacts  this  office  must  deal  with.  Water  pollution  of  either 
surface  or  ground  water  is  not  now  a serious  consideration,  although  expansion  eventually 
could  lead  to  densities  requiring  sewage  collection,  treatment  at  the  existing  plant  and 
greater  effluent  discharge  to  Flathead  Lake. 

Probably  the  most  adverse  of  all  the  impacts  will  be  to  wildlife.  Loss  of  habitat 
is  irrevocable  and  irreplaceable,  and  there  is  no  question  but  that  this  development  is 
another  loss  from  the  Fish  and  Game  perspective. 

3.  Alternatives 

Eighty-five  percent  of  this  land  is  classified  by  the  S.C.S.  to  capability  unit 
VIe-1.  This  is  extremely  low,  nonexistent  agricultural  potential,  although  the  area  does 
have  good  potential  for  tree  farming  if  it  were  so  managed. 

All  things  considered,  the  use  of  this  land  for  reasonable  residential  purposes  is 
clearly  the  highest  and  best  use  of  the  property.  The  plans  and  specifications  for  this 
tract  of  land  do  now  meet  the  statutory  requirements  of  the  State  Department  of  Health. 

For  this  reason  no  other  alternatives  were  considered  once  the  pertinent  factors  had  been 
clearly  established. 

4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  Not  Significant  [3 

Basis  for  Decision: 

The  Act  controlling  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  to  69-5005,  the  Act  controlling  Water  Pollution,  Section 
69-4801  to  4827,  and  the  regulations  based  thereon  have  been  found  to  be  complied  with. 

This  decision  has  been  reinforced  by  the  fact  that  there  has  been  considerable 
coordination  about  this  project  with  the  Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Organization, 
and  the  proposal  also  has  preliminary  approval  at  this  level. 
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STATE  DQCUMENTS 


^tat^  af  ^ittttatta 


JOHN  S.  ANDERSON.  M D. 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


tind' Environmenta  J Sciences 
P.O.  Box  1031 
M£X2BM2ApcisAOGncA]m 

Kalispell,  Montana  59903 


June  8,  1973 


Mr.  Clifford  Haines,  Star  Route,  Bigfork,  Montana  59939- 

Mr.  H.  Gene  Warren,  Box  173 > Haugen,  Montana  598^2 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Qua3ity  Council,  Heiena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 

Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Whitefish 
Les  Espe3and,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919f  Kalispell 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental 
Sciences,  Helena.  Montana  59601 

Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of 
Planning  and  Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  flelena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Avenue,  Helena 

Re:  Hanging  Rocks  Subdivision 
Flathead  County,  Montana, 

Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  remove  sanitary  restrictions  for  a subdivision  now  on  file  with 
Flathead  County  as  the  Hanging  Rocks  Subdivision. 

Because  this  subdivision  is  not  controversial  - it  has  been  in  existence 
with  homes  being  erected  for  twenty  months  or  more  - and  because  plans  and 
specifications  do  meet  the  requirements  of  the  State  Department  of  Health,  this 
short  statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm  that  the  project  has  been  submitted  to 
this  office  for  review  and  environmental  evaluation. 

The  proposed  action  is  not  considered  significant  and  a statutory  restriction 
removal  document  will  be  submitted  to  Helena  for  the  proper  signature. 


Sincerely , 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 
Hanging  Rocks  Subdivision 


DIVIGION; 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION: 

Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aik in 

June  8,1973 

Sanitary  Restriction  Removal 

LOCATION:  An  elongate  strip  of  land  of  40  acres,  starting  one  quarter  mile  east  of  the 
Fl cathead  River  Bridge  on  Highway  2 08  and  continuing  to  the  east  edge  of  the  community  of 
Holt.  Except  for  one  small  gap.  this  strip  occupies  all  land,  up  to  a depth  of  400-500 
feet,  along  the  east  edge  of  a recently  completed  county  road  linking  Holt  with  Montana  208 
Note  map  location;  local  data  shown  is  in  error  on  one  point.  The  old  Flathead  River 
Bridge  at  Holt  has  since  been  condemned  and  removed. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION: 

The  proposed  action  is  the  approval  of  plans  and  specifications  followed  by  the  formal 
removal  of  sanitary  restrictions.  This  approval  will  effect  l6  lots  - one  of  which  is 
already  a dedicated  park  - in  two  blocks.  These  lots  are  uniformly  large,  running  from  2 to 
3 acres  each,  and  all  have  readily  available  access  fronting  on  an  existing,  approved  and 
accepted  (county  standards)  county  road. 

Please  note  that  this  is  actually  a de  facto  subdivision.  It  was  filed  in  1971.  bas 
had  restrictions  attached,  homes  have  been  built,  wells  drillerJ,  individual  sewage  systems 
installed.  No  problems  have  been  encountered  and  plans  and  specifications  are  to  standard. 

ce  so  t^at  the  matter  of  sanitary 

pproval  coulci  bo  panelled  en  mass  ’ ’ - . - ■ - ■ ■ 


The  proposed  action  was  partly  instigated  by  this  office  so  th^j,  . , 

approval  could  bo  handled  en  mass,  rather  than  lot  by  lot  by  lot;  the  latter  proceoure  beinj; 


3 


% 


one  which  causes  much  unnecessary  lot  owner  frustration  and  Department  of  Health  paper  work. 
PERTINENT  INFORMATION:  ^ 

Lots  are  to  be  served  by  individual  drilled  wells  and  individual  septic  tank  and  drain- 
field  systems.  Solid  waste  will  go  to  the  Flathead  County  Landfill  Site. 

Tlie  most  significant  environmental  aspect  of  this  subdivision  is  the  remarkable  topo- 
graphic variation  to  be  found  on  all  lots  except  the  southern-most  two  or  three.  For  most 
of  the  tract  the  east  side  is  locally  very  nearly  vertical  with  the  western  edge  much  flatte 
on  a 3 to  5 degree  slope.  The  subdivision  actually  occupies  the  soiled-over  talus  slope  of 
a large  outcrop  of  the  Pre-Cambrian  Grinnell  Formation,  a massive  calcareous  argillite. 

Generally  speaking,  homes  are  being  nestled  in  along  the  higher  breaks  in  the  curving 
surface  and  gravity  disposal  used  to  dispense  with  sanitary  waste  to  systems  located  on  more 
useful  soil  banks  closer  to  the  west  edge  of  the  tract. 

The  S.C.3.  reports  are  not  too  useful  under  conditions  such  as  this;  however,  it  would 
appear  that  the  cobbly,  stony  loams  encountered  along  the  west-  edge  do  accommodate  such 
wastes  without  complication.  It  is  also  readily  apparent  that  ground  water  contamination 
is  not  a factor.  This  condition  changes  rapidly,  however,  in  tliat  area  west  of  the  present 
subdivision.  The  '‘across  the  road"  area  is  definitely  unsuited  for  individual  sewage  systen 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  Hanging  Rocks  does  not  encroach  into  or  onto  env  i ronnient- 
ally  sensitive  areas. 

Eighty-five  square  feet  of  rlrainfield  per  Viedroom  will  I'^e  required  for  sanitary  sewage, 
and  seepage  pits  will  be  spficified  as  prohibited . 

Water  is  readily  available  by  drilled  well.  Four  completed  legs  are  in  possession  fron 
the  area,  and  all  show  good  flow  at  considerable  depth;  371  ft.,  408  ft.,  150  ft..,  220  ft. 

Land  such  as  this  poses  unique  problems  that  defy  generalizations  with  regard  to 
building  sites,  roads,  lawns,  landscaping,  play  areas  and  the  like.  The  homos  that-  have 
been  built  have  solved  their  problems,  each  in  a different  manner,  without  any  great  envir- 
onmental disruption.  The  lots  fortunately  are  large  enough  to  allow  flexibility  in  dealing 
with  their  problems  and  it  would  appear  that  this  is  a very  sound  development  p-roviding 
^covenants  are  adhered  to  and  county  regulations  are  respected. 
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Prolimlnary  Impact  Assessment 
Page  Two 

^Hanging  Rocks  Subdivision 


COMMENTS: 

1.  Environmental  Impact 

Complete  development  of  this  tract  will  likely  have  indeterminate  impact  on  the 
subdivision-associated  spectrum  of  aesthetics,  vegetation,  roads,  soil,  wildlife,  water 
supply,  surface  water  quality,  schools,  services,  etc.  Those  have  been  lessened  consid- 
erably by  the  fact  that  areas  adaptable  to  residential  utility  have  been  included  in  each 
lot,  and  each  lot  is  large  enough  to  allow  freedom  to  consider  options  in  that  utility. 


2,  Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

It  is  difficult  to  single  out  any  one  environmental  feature  as  being  subject  to 
significant  adverse  impact.  And  since  this  land  is  classified  in  agricultural  capability 
group  Vie-]  or  VIIe-1  and  no  obvious  impacts  are  visible,  it  would  appear  that  the  use  of 
this  area  for  subdivision  is  probably  the  highest  and  best  use  of  this  land. 


II 


3.  Alternatives 

Since  the  subdivision  is  reasonably  well  designed,  meets  Department  of  Health 
standards,  and  does  in  fact  exist,  the  real  alternatives  were  whether  to  remove  the 
restrictions  on  the  entire  subdivision  or  to  remove  the  restrictions  on  the  individual  lots 
as  they  become  occupied.  This  subdivision  has  been  filed  prior  to  the  authority  of  the 
Areawide  Planning  Organization;  hence,  there  is  no  directional  recommendation  available 
from  this  group  on  this  project.  Conversely  there  have  been  no  after-the-fact  comments 
from  the  A.P.O.  citing  this  project  for  inadequate  planning. 


4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  □ Not  Significant  m 


Basis  for  Decision: 


The  Act  controlling  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivisions,  Section  69-5001  to  69-5005,  the  Act  controlling  Water  Pollution,  Section 
69-4801  to  4d?7 . ^nd  the  regulations  based  thereon  have  been  found  to  be  complied  with. 
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JOHN  S.  ANDERSON.  M D 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


STATE  DCCUMEMT 

|j  0 i 

itf 

3tnit  ^tnntUxxtxxi  xtf  Mtniih 

and  Environmenta]  Sciences 
P,0.  Box  1031 
IHEX2BN3e}pdlitQ&<T»^^ 

Kalispell,  Montana  59901 


June  8,  1973 


Mr.  C.D.  Floberg,  9^3  Broadvjater  Square,  Billings,  Montana 
Atlas  Engineers  Incorporated,  25II  Old  Hardin  Road,  Billings 
Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  2 Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Whitefish 
Les  Espeland . R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Kalispell 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Dej^artmont  of  Health  & Environmental 
Sciences,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
Montana  Department  of  Intergovernmental  RMlations,  Division  of 
Planning  and  EconomTc  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Avenue,  Helena 

Re:  Swan  River  Estates 

Flathead  County,  Montana. 

Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  approve  plans  and  specifications  for  a subdivision  filed  with 
Flathead  County  as  Swan  River  Estates. 

Because  this  subdivision  is  not  controversial  and  has  been  accepted  for 
consideration  by  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  this  short  statement  is 
being  issued  to  affirm  that  the  project  has  been  submitted  to  this  office  for 
review  and  environmental  evaluation. 

Plans  and  spec i f ica  ti ons  are  now  up  to  standar(^,  Ihe  proposed  action  i s 
not  considered  significant,  and  a recommendation  for  approval  will  be  recorded,. 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 

Swan  River  Estates 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION: 

Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin 

June  8.1973 

Sanitary  Restriction  Removal. 

LOCATION:  eight  acre  block  of  ground  2j  miles  (3-^  road  miles)  east  of  Big  Fork  on 

the  north  bank  of  the  Swan  River.  Area  is  served  by  an  established  county  road  which 
parallels  the  north  side  of  the  proposed  subdivision  and  then  terminates  on  the  bank  of 
the  Swan  River.  Three  interior  lots  are  served  by  non-standard  private  road. 

Creo.  ref:  of  NE-4,  Section  33i  Township  27N.,  Range  I9W. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION: 

The  proposed  action  would  a^jprove  plans  and  specifications  and  remove  sanitary 
restrictions  on  six  of  the  seven  lots  designed  into  this  eight-acre  tract.  One  lot  (lot  7) 
has  been  removed  from  considera tion  because  of  ground  water  problems,  tight  soil  and  the 
fact  that  it  was  inundated  by  the  1964  flood.  This  lot  will  be  included  in  the  plat, 
but  the  sanitary  restriction  will  remain.  All  of  the  lots  are  one  acre  (plus  or  minus  O.IA) 
in  size  except  Lot  6 which  is  1,6  acres.  This  larger  lot  also  includes  the  one  pre-existing 
residence  in  the  block.  Sanitary  sewage  will  be  (disposed  of  by  septic  tank  and  absorption 
trenches,  water  is  to  be  provided  by  individual  drilled  wells  and  solid  waste  will  be  dis- 
posed of  to  the  Flathead  County  Sanitary  Landfill. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION: 

The  groijnd  included  within  this  small  tract  is  sited  atop  one  of  the  sandy  loamy 
terraces  that  flank  the  Swan  River  in  the  meander  belt  above  the  Big  Fork  P.P.A  L.  storage 
reservoir . 

These  sandy  loams  (Selle  map  unit)  are  reported  by  the  S.C.S.  to  have  moderate  limit- 
ations for  septic  tank  and  dra infield  use.  Generally,  the  ground  slopes  3 to  7 percent 
away  from  the  river  high  water  mark  and  perc  tests  recorded  for  this  location  indicate  that 
100  square  feet  per  bedroom  will  provide  acceptable  septic  tank  effluent  disposal  . 

Test  pits  were  inspected  during  the  time  of  maximum  hjgh  ground  water  and  water  in  thess 
pits  was  found  to  be  over  six  feet  below  surface  datum.  Absorption  trenches  will  be  per- 
mitted; however,  seepage  pits  (dry  wells)  will  be  prohibited. 

The  1964  (maximum)  flood  elevation  has  been  documented  and  it  is  apparent  from  the 
typical  lot  layout  that  dwellings  meeting  the  100  foot  surface-stream  separation  recommend- 
ation will  not  be  disturbed  by  any  future  flooding. 

The  west  boundary  of  the  tract  rises  a bit  more  steeply  (7-12)^)  than  does  the  stream- 
side  area.  This  is  ap{.\arently  Krause  gravelly  loam  which  offers  only  slight  limitations 
lor  septic  tank  use  regardless  of  slope.  In  summary,  the  entire  area,  100  feet  back  from 
the  present  stream  bank,  will  provide  acceptable  sites  for  residences,  roads,  parking, 
lawns,  landscaping  and  play  area. 

A slightly  low  spot,  at  a point  350  feet  back  from  the  river,  might  require  some  fill- 
ing prior  to  constructional  use;  however,  this  appears  to  be  the  only  significant  surface 
disturbance  this  tract  should  suffer  in  the  process  of  residential  utilization. 

Water  is  to  be  provided  by  private  well.  These  wells  must  be  a minimum  of  21  feet 
deep  to  be  acceptable  without  d isinfection . Unquestionably  there  will  be  a temptation  to 
drive  shallow  sand  points  to  provide  inexpensive  water.  However,  wells  leps  l.han  the 
required  25  feet  will  invalidate  the  intent  of  the  sanitary  restriction  removal  document. 
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Prollwinary  Iwpact  Assessment 
Page  Two 

^ Swan  River  Estates 


COMMENTS: 


1. 


Environmental  Impact 

The  area  under  consideration  is  moderately  well  covered  with  deciduous  trees,  a 
smattering  of  conifers  and  many  shrubs  or  woody  plants.  It  is  in  agricultural  capability 
unit  IIIs-2;  however,  it  has  never  been  used  for  farming  purposes  and  is  of  such  small  size 
and  continuity  that  this  evaluation  has  little  meaning. 

The  north  side  of  the  Swan  River  in  Section  28  has  within  the  past  five  years  be- 
come heavily  utilized  for  recreational  and  residential  purposes.  This  subdivision  will  un- 
doubtedly add  to  the  cumulative  impact  the  area  is  experiencing  with  regard  to  soils, 
surface  water,  vegetation,  roads,  schools,  services  and  recreation. 

2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

The  only  truly  adverse  impact  to  be  noted  from  this  development  (other  than  the 
loss  of  game  habitat)  would  be  in  that  increment  of  nutrient  added  to  the  Swan  River  system 
from  septic  tank  effluents.  From  the  size  and  scope  ol‘  this  division  that  Increment  is 
small,  but  the  continued  high  rate  of  development  along  the  Lower  Swan  River  indicates  that 
surface  water  quality  will  ultimately  suffer  from  the  accelerating  disruption  along  the 
shore  line. 


3.  Alternatives 

Approval  was  the  only  alternative  considered  once  it  had  been  clearly  established 
that  the  plans  and  specifications  were  acceptable  under  existing  State  Laws  and  iiegulations 


4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  □ Not  Significant  m 

Basis  for  Decision: 

The  Act  controlling  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivision.  Section  69-5801  to  69-5005,  the  Act  coni. rolling  Water  Pollution,  lect, ion 
69-4801  to  4P27>  ^nd  the  regulations  based  tliereon  have  been  found  to  be  complied  wUh 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS'®'' 


<2  ‘=^ 


JOHN  S.  ANDERSON.  M D. 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


^tatc  jtJ  3T«altlt 

and  ’Environmental  Sciences 
P.O.  Box  1031 
liKIcBNapoMO^^ 

Kalispell,  Montana  39901 


June  12,  1973 


^E■.  William  Ramey,  P.O.  Box  786,  Columbia  Falls 
Mrs.  Robert  McCallum,  Route  IB,  Columbia  Falls 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Honorable  Ray  Barnhart,  Mayor,  City  of  Columbia  Falls 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
3.C.  McIntyre,  M.D. , County  Health  Officer,  Box  ^27,  Whitefish 
Les  Espeland  , R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena 
Montana  otate  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning 
and  Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Avenue,  Helena 

Re;  Pines  & River  Trailer  Court,  near  Columbia  Falls,  Montana 
Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  approve  and  license  a trailer  court  near  Columbia  Falls,  Montana. 
Application  has  been  made  by  Mr.  William  Ramey.  Route  IB,  Columbia  Falls. 

.This  stjo,.  t . statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm  that  the  project  has  been 
submitted  to  this  office  for  review  and  environmental  evaluation. 

Plans  and  specifications  will  be  reviewed  with  regard  to  this  Department's 
standards.  The  proposed  action  is  not  considered  to  be  significant,  and  a 
recommendation  for  approval  will  be  submitted  upon  receipt  of  fina]  acceptable 
detailed  plans  for  the  development. 


oincerely , 


David  Nunnallee,  P.E. 
Pub!  Ic  Heal  th  Engineer 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 

The  Pines  & River  trailer  court 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION: 

Environmental  Sciences 

David  Nunnallee 

June  12.1973 

Licensing 

LOCATION:  Proposed:  A 38-unit  trailer  court,  2 miles  SW  of  Columbia  Falls.  The 

property,  shown  on  attached  map,  includes  more  than  500  feet  of  Flathead  River  waterfront. 
Legal  description  is:  NS4,  SEi,  Section  24,  T.3ON. , R.21W. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION;  Pines  & River  trailer  court,  proposed  by  Mr.  William 

Ramey  and  located  on  the  attached  map,  would  include  some  12  acres  with  38  proposed 
trailer  spaces,  with  approximately  8 of  these  for  camper-trailer  use  and  the  rest  for 
permanent  trailers.  The  land  is  forested  with  fir  and  deciduous  trees  and  is  fairly  flat. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION: 

1.  An  inspection  by  this  office  of  test  holes,  at  the  site  of  one  proposed  drainfield, 
on  5/22/73.  when  the  Flathead  River  had  risen  to  its  near  seasonal  peak,  revealed  no 
groundwater  at  a depth  of  10  feet,  more  than  satisfying  this  Department's  water  table 
requirement  relative  to  subsurface  sewage  disposal. 

2.  A buffer  strip,  heavily  forested,  some  320  to  3^0  feet  wide,  would  remain  along  the 
Flathead  River,  completely  screening  the  development  from  the  River.  This  buffer  strip 
is  not  suitable  for  development  because  of  groundwater,  and  would  be  used  as  a picnic 

a rea . 

3.  The  river  overflow  channel  between  the  development  and  the  Soldiers  Home  was  inspected, 
and  found  to  be  almost  entirely  posted  against  entry,  and  occupied  with  a number  of 
existing  mobile  homes  on  Individual  lots.  This  stretch  of  river  is  rather  heavily 
developed . 

4.  Structures  and  other  provisions  include;  55  x 110  ft.  lots,  40  ft.  roadways,  a general 
mere  store,  and  a recreation  hall.  A house  and  workshop  are  existing  on  the  property. 

5.  Detailed  plans  for  water  supply,  sewage  disposal  and  solid  waste  handling  wil]  be  sub- 
mitted and  approved  before  the  trailer  court  is  licensed. 

6.  A small  portion  of  the  land  is  located  within  the  Corps  of  Engineers  defined  1 00-year 
flood  plain,  although  it  appears  that  the  entire  trailer  court  portion  of  the  develop- 
ment would  be  outside  of  that  flood  plain.  Most  of  the  land  was  flooded  in  the  19(^4 
flood . 
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Preliminary  Impact  Assessment 
Page  Two 

^ The  Pines  & River  trailer  court 


COMMENTS: 


1.  Eiivironinental  Impact 

Most  of  the  area  under  consideration  is  presently  timbered  with  moderate  growths  of 
conifers,  and  the  developer  has  expressed  his  desire  to  allow  as  much  of  this  timber  to 
remain  as  possible.  Some  areas  must  be  cleared  for  trailer  spaces  and  roads,  and  this  area 
will  be  taken  out  of  timber  production.  Two  soil  types  exist  in  the  area,  Walters  siH 
loam  and  Chamokane  soils,  and  both  are  grouped  in  soil  capability  IT,  a good  rating  for 
agricultural  use.  The  land  is  not  cleared,  and  is  not  being  used  for  agi-iccltural  purposes 
at  present. 

Additional  impact  can  be  expected  with  regard  to  local  schools,  traffic  and  other 
public  services.  The  primarily  transient  families  attracted  to  trailer  courts  often  reduce 

2.  Adverse  EJnvironmental  Effects  aesthetic  values  in  the  immediate  area. 

Adverse  effects  would  primarily  be  aesthetic.  Water  pollution  in  the  groundwater 
or  Flathead  River  is  expected  to  be  negligible,  except  possibly  in  very  high  water  years 
when  high  groundwater  could  possibly  be  a factor.  Occasional  flooding,  even  if  only  on  a 
100-year  frequency,  could  result  in  additional  pressure  to  build  new  dams  on  the  Flathead 
River,  thus  affecting  all  residents  of  the  valley.  Any  game  refuge  remaining  in  this  area 
will  be  lost,  and  some  minor  impact  on  the  fishery  in  the  river  might  be  seen  due  to  in- 
creased population  pressure. 

3.  Alternatives 

1.  The  area  could  be  left  as  it  is. 

2.  The  area  could  be  managed  for  its  timber  resources. 

3.  Hie  area  could  be  cleared  and,  according  to  available  soil  data,  successfully 

farmed. 

4.  The  area  could  be  set  aside  as  some  type  of  public  area;  perhaps  a park  or 
public  recreation  area,  for  which  it  would  be  fairly  well  suited. 


4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  □ Not  Significant  m 

Basis  for  Decision: 

1.  The  area  is  not  very  large,  involving  only  12  acres. 

2.  Approval  of  the  development  would  not  result  in  violation  of  any  State 
regulations  or  statutes  with  regard  to  public  health  or  pollution. 

3.  The  river  shoreline  would  remain  undeveloped  and  screened,  and  should  experience 
little  impact  except  an  increased  population  of  picnickers,  fishermen,  etc. 
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Mnaltk 

Sciences 
Post  Office  Box  IO3I 

Kalispell,  Montana,  59901 


June  20,  1973 


Lion  Mountain  Incorporated,  7 Iowa,  l.Tiitefish,  Montana  59937 
Mr,  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County 

The  Courthouse  Annex,  Kalispell,  Montana  59901 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena,  Montana,  59601 
Flathead  Area -Wide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Building, 

Kalispell,  Montana  59901 

B,  C,  McIntyre,  M,  D, , Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  VJhitefish,  Montana  59937 
Les  Espelanci,  R,  S,,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919, 

Kalispell,  Montana  59901 

Water  Quality  Bureau,  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
Montana  Department  of  Planning  and  Economic  Development,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
Mr,  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  Mt.,  59601 
Honorable  John  Thorson,  Mayor  of  Whitefish,  Whitefish,  Montana  59937 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E,  Lyndale  Ave,,  Helena,  Montana  59601 

Re:  Lion  Mountain  Subdivision  Number  2 

Gentlemen ; 

The  enclosed  Environmental  Assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  remove  sanitary  restrictions  for  a subdivision  fo  be  filed  with 
Flathead  County  as  Lion  Mountain  Number  2, 

Because  this  subdivision  is  not  controversial  and  has  in  fact  been  tentatively 
approved  by  the  Area-Wide  Planning  Organization,  this  short  state  is  being  issued 
to  affirm  the  the  project  has  been  submitted  for  review  and  evaluation. 

Plans  and  specifications  are  now  up  to  standard,  the  proposed  action  is  not  con- 
sidered to  be  significant,  and  a recommendation  for  approval  has  been  recorded. 


Sincere! 


0,  ^Aikin  P,  E, 
Public  Health  Engineer, 
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PRELIMINABY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 

LION  MOUNTAIN  NUMBER  2 SUBDIVISION 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION;  Removal  of 

Environmental  Sciences 

1^— -■ 

Wilbur  0,  Aikin 

May  20,  197j 

Sanitary  Restrictions 

LOCATION:  A proposed  subdivision  along  the  east  edge  of  the  NE-^  of  Section  27,  R22W, 

T 31  N,  MPM,  NNW  of  an  earlier  three-lot  subdivision  filed  with  Flathead  Vounty  as 
Lion  Mountain  Number  1,  Area  is  one  mile  NVv  of  Whitefish  beyond  the  so-called  Golf 
Course  region. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  subdivision  is  separated  from  the  Whitefish  Lake 
shoreline  by  the  BN  Railroad  grade,  a situation  that  provides  a 400  foot  shore  Green  Belt 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION: 

Of  these  27,  five  (5)  have  been 
the  Home  Owners  Association  as 
family  constructional  purposes. 
The  Residential  Lots  vary 
slightly  larger  than  one  acre. 

Access  is  by  60  foot  wide 
community  system,  sanitary  sewa 
and  s61id  waste  will  go  to  the 


Twenty-seven  (27)  Lots  are  indicated  on  the  final  plat. 

. designated  as  Green-Belt  or  Park  Lots  to  be  dedicated  to 
natural  park  areas.  Twenty-two  (22)  Lots  are  for  single- 
in size  from  0,5  acres  to  2,5  acres  with  the  average  lot 
The  entire  plat  contains  approximately  thirty  acres, 
curvelinear  private  road,  water  is  to  be  supplied  by 
ge  will  be  disposed  of  to  septic  tanks  and  drain  fields, 
Flathead  County  Land-fill  System, 


PTgRTTWRMT  INFORMATION*  subdivision  is  essentially  strungout  along  the  toe  of  a large 

moraine  Imown  locally  as  Lion  Mountain.  The  divided  ground  will  lie  atop  irregularly 
eroded  glacial  drift,  gravel  and  alluvial-fan  material  which  has  given  rise  to  a soil 
veneer  of  gravelly  or  cobbly  (organic)  loam  . Upland,  above  the  subdivision  to  the 

west,  ledges  and  cliffs  of  crystalline  limestone the  Siyeh  Formation outcrop  through 

this  moraine.  The  potential  problem  of  solid  rock  underlying  the  target  area,  to  the 
detriment  of  waste  water  disposal  systems,  was  carefully  considered  in  the  field. 

However,  only  one  lot  appears  to  be  so  effected  and  special  provision  has  been  made  by 
means  of  recorded  easement  to  provide  an  acceptable  site  for  any  home  on  this  lot. 

The  gravelly-cobbly  loams  found  in  this  area  are  classified  by  the  ^oil  Conservation 
Service  as  belonging  to  the  Whitefish  Series,  Such  a soil  type  exhibits  acceptable  char*« 
acteristics  for  building  sites,  roads,  parking,  landscaping  and  play  areas.  The  sole 
restriction  is  in  the  fact  that  waste  disposal  fields  must  be  located  on  slopes  no  great- 
er than  0 to  7 per  cent.  This  fact  was  known  to  the  developer  before  planning  began, 
and  this  consideration  was  used  as  a key  criteria  in  the  design  lay-out  of  the  lots. 

Areas  that  posed  access  problems,  size  problems,  or  possible  drain-field  problems,  were 
designated  as  green  belt  lots  to  be  left  in  the  natural  state.  Each  bedroom  will  re- 
quire 85  square  feet  of  absorption  trench,  and  seepage  pits  will  not  be  tolerated  unless 
specifically  requested  by  the  Flathead  County  Sanitarians  Office, 

Water  supply  is  to  be  provided  by  a 700  foot  drilled  well  and  Community  Distribution 
System,  The  well  is  allready  completed  with  satisfactory  flow,  and  plans  and  specif- 
ications for  system  have  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  review  and 
written  aporoval. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  elevated  railroad  grade  would  prevent  surface  run-off 
of  any  kind  from  discharging  directly  into  1/Aiitefish  Lake,  The  generally  large  size 
of  the  lots  also  allows  considerable  flexibility  to  the  individual  builder  in  choosing 
the  most  compatable  location  for  desired  facilities.  Ground  Eater  contamination  prob- 
lems are  totally  absent;  however,  the  area  does  contain  pre-existing  natural  drainage- 
ways  that  will  have  to  be  avoided  as  drain  field  'sites  when  the  individual  systems 
are  proposed  to  the  County  Sanitarian's  Office  for  construction  permit. 
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Preliminary  impact  Assessment 
Page  Two 

%) 


COMMENTS: 

1,  Eilvironmental  impact  Impact  from  this  development  will  fall  within  that  range 
associated  with  the  residential  use  of  forested  foot-hill  land — -soil,  surface/ground 
water,  vegetation,  roads,  traffic,  schools,  services,  wildlife  and  recreatioh. 

This  impact  should  be  somewh't  lessened  however,  in  this  project  area.  Lots  and 
location  have  been  sized  for  compatible  utility,  the  main  access  road  has  been  held  to 
good  grade  and  loca|3ion,  stringent  covenants  have  been  filed  to  restrict  uncontrolled 
use,  and  suggestions  made  by  this  office  have  been  accepted  by  the  developer  in  a spirit 
of  co-operation.  Consultation  and  review  by  the  Flathead  County  Area-Wide  Planning 
Organization  also  prevented  the  occurrance  of  any  gross  environmental  or  planning  errors, 

2,  Adverse  Environmental  Effects  area  presently  exists  as  hilly,  grassed-over 

second  generation  timber  land.  It  has  poor  agricultural  valuation  (Class  V5-I),  none- 
the-less  vegetation  and  ground  cover,  including  wilcflife  habitant,  will  experience  ad- 
verse effect.  The  ground  is  also  within  the  I'.hitefish  Lake  drainage  basin,  and  although 
no  point-source  discharges  are  possible,  nutrient  could  conceivably  migrate  into  the 
lake  via  the  ground  water  route. 

Soil  is  not  a particularly  sensitive  type,  but  it  can  be  difficult  when  either  ex- 
tremely dry  or  extremely  wet.  Roads  should  be  gravelled  as  soon  as  possible,  and  all 
I disrupted  land  should  be  quickly  taken  to  some  type  of  acceptable  ground  cover, 

3,  Alternatives  Inasmuch  as  the  Area-VJide  Planning  Organization  has  given  tentative 
approval  to  the  project  contingent  on  the  review  of  the  public  health  aspects  of  the 
situation  (sewer,  water  and  solid  waste),  there  are  no  alternatives  left  other  than 
approve  once  the  Department  of  Health  criteria  are  met.  Since  they  have  now  been  mot 
to  the  satisfaction  of  this  office,  the  proposal  will  be  submitted  to  the  Department 

of  Health  in  Helena  with  a recommendation  for  approval. 


4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  Q Not  Significant  [2] 

Basis  for  Decision:  The  Act  controlling  public  and  private  water  supply  and 

sewage  disposal  for  Subdivision,  Section  69-5001  to  5005;  and  the  Act  to  Control  -.ater 
Pollution,  Section  69-4801  to  4827,  requires  written  approval  of  plans  and  specifications 
by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
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JOHN  S ANDERSON  M D 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 

of  ^otttaoo  ajg  9 19/3 

^late  department  of 

AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 

Helena,  Montana  59601 

July  31,  1973 


Mr.  D.  Hendrick,  Box  56O , Columbia  Falls,  MT  59912 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Flathead  Area-Wide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  County  Health  Officer,  Box  U2T , Whitefish,  MT  59937 
Les  Espeland , R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalisnell,  MT  59901 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
Helena,  MT  59601 

Environmental  Services  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of 
Planning  and  Economic  Development,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Highway  Commission,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Honorable  R.  Barnhart,  Mayor  of  Columbia  Falls,  City  Hall,  Columbia  Falls , MI 
Re  : Hoot-Owl  Ranch  Campground 

Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  approve  plans  and  specifications , and  license  a trailer 
court-campground  to  be  known  as  Hoot-Owl  Ranch  Campground. 

Because  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  this  trailer  court  meets  the  environ- 
mental requirements  for  approval  of  the  State  of  Montana  and  does  not 
appear  to  be  controversial,  this  short  statement  is  being  issued  to  affirm 
that  the  project  has  been  submitted  to  this  office  for  review  and  evaluation. 

A recommendation  for  approval  will  be  made  as  soon  as  engineering  specifi- 
cations, to  standard,  are  submitted  to  this  office. 


Sincerely 


AikJn,  P.E. 
Health  Engineer 
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PRELIMINARY  IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 
HOOT-OWL  RANCH  CAMPGROUND 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

■ 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Trailer  Cou 

Environmental  Science 

W.O.  Alkln,  P.E. 

31  July  7: 

Approval  & Licensing 

LOCATION:  Four  acres  adjacent  U.S.  Highway  2 at  a point  two  miles  due  east  of 
Columbia  Falls,  MT.  This  immediate  area  is  often  refered  to  as  ColurabiFi  Hejlg|ht 
The  main  stem  Flathead  River  is  approximately  one  mile  north  of  the  proposj-^d 
development,  and  no  rivers,  springs  or  creeks  are  directly  affected  by  the  | 
trailer  court  site  selection.  I 

Geo-reference:  NE  1/U  of  NW  1/U,  Sec.  lU , T30N,  R20W,  MPM  \ 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Approval  is  being  asked  for  the  15  permanent -typ< 
trailer  spaces  (water  & sewer  hook-ups)  and  28  travel-trailer  spaces  which 
are  proposed  at  this  location. 

The  complex  will  include  a service  building,  community  sewage  disposal 
system,  community  water  supply  based  on  a drilled  well  source  and  a travel- 
trailer  sanitary  dumping  station.  Individual  trailer  spaces  are  arranged 
in  a three-row  herringbone  pattern  with  the  center  row  designed  to  accommo- 
date pull  through  equipment. 

Interior  roads  are  shown  to  be  twenty  feet  wide,  and  the  access  road  from 
Highway  2 is  to  be  30  feet  wide. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION:  Topographically  this  proposed  site  is  uniquely  located 
it  lies  on  a flat  narrow  (500  feet  wide)  terrace  intermediate  between  the 
^^lathead  River  Floodplain  and  the  higher  Columbia  Heights  Terrace, 
suit,  the  entire  campground  is  low  enough  to  be  completely 
along  Highway  2 and  high  enough  to  be  well  above  potential 
flooding  problems. 

SOILS:  Area  is  completely  composed  of  (Mires)  Gravally 

particular  soil  is  listed  as  having  only  slight  limitation 
roads,  parking,  lawns,  landscaping,  play  areas  and  residen 
also  a type  that  drains  well  and  shows  little  erodibility. 
tural  point  of  view  this  land  has  very  little  potential  because  of  these 
droughty  characteristics,  and  the  S.C.S.  has  classified  this  type  to  soil 
capability  Unit  IVg-l,  Purely  in  terms  of  surface  geologic  environment  this 
is  one  of  the  finest  locations  for  campground  development  in  the  entire 
Flathead  Valley. 

WATER:  Wells  drilled  in  this  area  are  usually  successful,  however  volume 
can  be  very  chancy.  The  project  will  not  be  licensed  until  the  drilled  well 
completed  and  the  system  design  matched  to  the  established  yield  valves. 
SOLID  WASTE:  Solid  waste  will  be  disposed  of  to  the  Flathead  County 
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fill  site.  The  nearest  "green  box"  pick-up  point  is  2 1/2  miles  to  the  west 
of  Columbia  Falls. 

PRESENT  USE:  The  area  is  now  being  used  as  open  pasture]and  or  hay  meadow 
In  dry  years  such  as  this,  even  this  use  has  strong  limitations. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  DISRUPTION:  Since  the  area  is  flat  and  virtually  clear  of 
vegetation  other  than  grass  and  a few  willows,  the  only  significant  surface 
disruption  will  be  associated  with  the  short  but  steep  access  road-tie  to 
Highway  2. 

^ EXPANSION  POTENTIAL:  Expansion  twice  as  large  as  the  existing  proposed  i; 
spatially  possible  within  the  ownership  of  the  present  developer. 
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Preliminary  Impact  Assessment 
Page  Two 


J 


COMMENTS: 


1.  Environmental  Impact 

The  impact  factor  from  this  proposed  development  is  comparatively 
slight.  Ground  water /surf ace  water  contamination,  vegetation,  wildlife,  and 
soil  disturbance  are  the  environmental  problems  usually  associated  with  camp 
ground  development.  At  this  location  all  are  strongly  minimized. 


2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects 

The  only  long  term  adverse  effects  are  speculative.  Wildlife  habitat 
on  the  adjacent  floodplain  areas  might  suffer,  and  the  cumulative  addition  of 
nutrient  into  the  floodplain  aquifer  could  become  significant. 


3.  Alternatives 

Alternatives  other  than  approval  have  not  been  considered  simnly  be- 
cause the  statuatory  requirements  of  the  State  Department  of  Health  are 
theoretically  achleveable.  As  soon  as  plans  and  specifications  are  complete, 
it  is  the  intention  of  this  office  to  recommend  that  the  facility  be  licensed 


4,  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  □ Not  Significant  ED 


Basis  for  Decision: 

The  Act  controlling  Tourist 

the  Act  to  control  Water  Pollution, 
approval  of  plans  and  specification 
Environmental  Sciences.  The  decisi 
requirements . 

NOTE:  Plans  and  specif icatl 

office  in  June,  1973,  prior  to  the 
in  HB  U63  and  SB  208.  In  the  absen 
has  been  assumed  that  the  project  1 
in  effect  at  the  time  of  submittal. 
Flathead  County  Area-Wide  Planning 
ja  firm  resolution  has  been  made  on 


Campgrounds,  Section  69-5601  to  5607  and 
Section  69-^801  to  U82T  requires  written 
s by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and 
on  is  based  on  the  fulfillment  of  these 

ons  for  this  project  were  submitted  to  thi.'i 
effective  date  for  the  new  law  incorporatec 
ce  of  specific  guidelines  on  the  matter  it 
8 to  be  reviewed  according  to  procedures 
Objections  to  this  assumption  by  the 
Organization  might  stay  this  decision  unti] 
this  potential  problem. 
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'STATS  OF  !V3ar»JTA3\3.A  HELENA,MONTA^!A  59601 


John  S.  Ano^oon  AA.D. 

D!-^iCTO;? 


STAie  DOCUMENTS 


ftUG  1 3 >973 

August  7,  1975 


Board  of  County  Conmiss loners , Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Department,  Courthouse,  Bozemnn 
City- County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozemnn 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  rlelena 
Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Lillie  17amv’ood,  1022  East  Main,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula 

Montana  State  Library,  fielena 

Ken  Porter,  502  Soutli  Grand,  Bozeman 

Ric  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 


Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  for  Lot  5,  Block  2, 
Lake  Subdivision  #2  located  in  Gallatin  County. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  let  us  knoivc 

Sincerely  yours, 


(X-  d • 

A.  P.  Keppner,  Soils  Scientist 
Hater  (Tuality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


APK:  sii 
Enclosure 
cc : Ben  V'/ake 


:D''iT.\:'IA  STATE  DEAV[a’:  iE:'a'  of  tlLALTIl 
K:'T/T!io.in::im  sciEfsCES 


Au<;;U'it  7,  1973 


Impact  Assessment 

Lot  S,  Block  2,  Lake  Subdivision  SfZ 
Oallatin  Couiity 

DIVISION;  Water  Qualitv  Bureau  PIlLP/VliiD  BY:  A.  P,  Keonner, 

Environmental  Sciences  Division  Soils  Scientist 

TYPE  OF  ACTION':  Negative 

LOOVTION:  Lot  5,  Block  2,  Lake  Subdivision  k2  located  in  the  SN'  1/4, 
Section  22,  Tounship  1 Soutli,  Range  5 Last,  MPM,  Gallatin  Co’JiiD/, 
'lontana  approximately  five  miles  northeast  of  Lozeiiian,  Montana 

DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION;  Remove  sanitary  restrictions  from  property 

PERTINENT  INFORT'VTION : Single  lot  in  aui  established  subdivision 

COM-IENTS: 

1.  Environmental  impact:  None  foreseen  as  lot  is  in  an  established 
subdivision. 

2.  Adverse  environmental  effects:  None 

3.  Alternatives: 

a.  Remove  sanitary  restriction 

b.  Not  remove  sanitary  restriction 

4.  Tnis  division  action  not  considered  significant. 

Basis  for  decision:  ilie  soil  and  Kater  conditions  are  suitable  for 
individual  water  and  se’wer  systems  on  site  without  contaaination  of 
surface  or  groundwater. 
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JOHN  S ANDERSON.  M D 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICER 


AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 

Helena.  Montana  5960i 


August  8 , 19T3 


Mr.  Lloyd  Fagerland , c/o  Post  Office,  Bigfork  , MT  59911 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59b01 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County,  The  Courthouse  Annex, 
Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Flathead  Area-Wide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D,,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish, 

MT  59937 

Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Enviroam^rtil.  i.l 
Sciences,  Helena,  ^'T  59601 

Montana  Department  of  Planning  and  Economic  Development,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 

Re:  Blaine  Mountain  Acres,  Subdivision 

Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  Environmental  Assessment  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an 
application  to  remove  sanitary  restrictions  for  a subdivision  filed  with 
Flathead  County  as  Blaine  Mountain  Acres. 

Because  this  subdivision  is  not  controversial  and  has  in  fact  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Area-Wide  Planning  Organization,  this  short  statement  is 
being  issued  to  affirm  that  the  project  has  been  submitted  for  review 
and  evaluation. 

Plans  and  specifications  are  now  uo  to  standard,  the  proposed  action  is 
not  considered  to  be  significant,  and  a recommendation  for  approval  has 
been  recorded. 
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PRF.LIMINMIY  IMPACT  ASSCSSMCNT 


DIVISION:  Environ- 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE 

TYPE  OF 

ACTION:  Subdivisior 

mental  Sciences 

W.O.  Aikin 

8 Aug/73 

Review 

and  Approval 

Ten  acres  nine  miles  E.N.E.  of  Kalispell  in  the  popular  Lake  Blaine 


LOCATION: resort  area.  Site  is  1/3  mile  West  of  the  lake  atop  the  rolling 
terrace  which  flanks  this  lake  along  the  south  and  vest  shores. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Requested  approval  in  the  form  of  a sanitary 
restriction  removal  for  five  lots.  Such  approval  indicates  acceptance  of 
the  developer's  plans  and  specifications  for  [l]  sanitary  waste  disposal  by 
means  of  septic  tank  and  absorption  field,  [2]  water  supply  by  means  of  a 
deep  drilled  well  (over  50  ft.  deep)  and  [3]  disposal  of  solid  waste  to  the 
Flathead  County  Landfill  system. 


1.  Three  lots  are  over  two  acres  in  size,  two  are  one 
PERTINENT  INFORMATION:  acre  plus.  2.  60/S  of  the  10  acres  is  in  Agricultural 
Capability  Unit  IV  - U0%  is  Unit  II.  3.  Soil  has  only  slight  to  moderate 
limitation  for  septic  tank  use  - all  are  sandy  to  gravelly  loams.  U.  Water 
is  readily  available  from  drilled  wells  at  moderate  depth  - 100  to  175  ft. 

5.  Access  to  all  lots  is  available  off  of  existing  county  roads;  individual 

driveways  only  will  be  needed. 

CO'IMENTS: 

1.  Environmental  Impact  Considering  location,  number  and  size  of  lots,  con- 
iiguration  of  design  lay-out  and  pre-existing  facilities  it  would  appear  that 
impact  will  be  slight.  No  new  roads  are  required,  no  streams  or  low  ares  are 
directly  involved  and  the  area  has  been  long  since  cleared  of  all  vegetation. 
Area  is  high  above  all  ground  water  tables,  and  reasonably  remote  from  the 
Blaine  Lake  shoreline.  Any  residential  development  implies  a degree  of  en- 
vironmental impact,  however  this  factor  would  have  to  be  considered  unusually 
slight  at  the  Blaine  Mountain  Acres  Subdivision. 


2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects  Two  adverse  effects  are  worthy  of  note: 

1.  Ten  acres  of  marginal  farm  land  have  been  taken  out  of  production. 

2.  ^ the  lots  are  for  year-round  residential  use,  there  could  be  a oossi- 
bility  of  continuing  impact  on  the  nearby  Cayuse  Prarie  Rural  School. 


3.  Alternatives  None  were  seriously  considered.  The  written  approval  and 
acceptance  of  the  Flathead  County  Area-Wide  Planning  Organization  has  rein- 
forced this  perspective. 


4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  C]  Not  Significant 

Basis  for  Decision:  The  Act  controlling  public  and  private  water  supply 
,_..d  sewage  disposal  for  Subdivision,  Section  69-5001  to  69-5005  , and  the  Act 
to  Control  Water  Pollution,  Section  b9-^801  to  U82T,  requires  written  ap- 
proval of  plans  and  specifications  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences.  The  plat  for  this  subdivision  is  now  on  file  in  the 
Flathead  County  Courthouse  with  sanitary  restrict ion  attached. 
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STATE  DOCli.'^ENTS 


AUG  1 3 1973 


Board  of  County  Cocamis 3 loners , Carbon  Co.  Courthouse,  Bed  Lodge  59068 
City-Count:/  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Rad  Lodge 
Wa.  A.  Asbury,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Off-,  Bridger  5901^ 

Rodney  Fink,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Coluabus  59019 
Town  of  Belfry,  c/o  Town  Clerk,  Belfry 
Eavironeiental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Koatana  Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
Mr.  Laurence  Bangert,  Belfry 
Library,  Helena 

Gentlemen: 


The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  conjunction 
with  an  application  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  submitted 
for  the  Laurence  Bangert  Feediot  west  of  Belfry,  J'tontana.  It  is  being  sub- 
mitted for  your  review  and  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permit. 

Our  review  does  not  indicate  significant  environmental  effect;  and  we 
are  therefore  asking  that  comments  and/or  additional  information  be  submitted 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date. 

After  that  period,  we  will  complete  our  review  of  this  application. 

Sincerely, 

G.  Willems,  P.S.,  Chief 
/ Water  Quality  Bureau 

Snvironmen'fcal  Sciences  Division 
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Bangert  Feedlot 


Dn/l3iON 

Environsientai  Science; 


I 

.PRSPiuRED  3Y: 

DATE ; 

TYPE.  07  AGTIOii:  i 

i 

■Stave  Pilcher 

8/8/73  ■ I 

■ Administrative  i 

LGOATIOIi:  Sec. 15,  T.83.,  R.22S,  Carbon  County.  Feeding  operation  will  be  located 

3/^  mile  west  of  Belfry. 


DESCRIFTIOIi  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  ?*&*.  I^iurence  Bangert  proposes  to  construct  a confined  beef 
feeding  operation  of  approximately  10  acres  in  size  west  of  Belfry,  Montana,  along  the  south 
side  of  Highway  308.  The  proposed  operation  will  have  capacity  for  1,500-1,800  head  of  cattle 


PERTIilET'lT  IliFORMATION : Surface  runoff  from  the  feeding  area  will  be  contained  in  a semi-circular 
holding  pond  on  the  south  edge  of  the  feedlot.  Waste  material  will  be  removed  from  the  control 
facility  as  necessary  to  maintain  adequate  storage.  At  least  5OO  acres  of  crop  land  is  available 
for  waste  disposal.  Flies  will  be  controlled  through  the  use  of  approved  chemical  sprays. 


Environ'serital  Impact  The  proposed  operation  is  located  less  than  our  recommended  diS' 
taace  from  a community,  but  the  waste  managemeat  program  proposed  should  miaiaiss  the 
environmental  impact. 


2. 


Adverse  Environmental  Effects  Odors  may  occur  as 
The  waste  management  program  should  minimize  this 


with  any  confined  livestock  operation, 
possible  adverse  effect. 


3 . Alternative  s 


(a)  Relocation  - A site  further  removed  from  Belfry  might  be  better,  but  with  good  waste  | 

management  the  proposed  site  could  be  acceptable.  ] 

(b)  Deny  permit  request  - does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  justification  for  this  action.  | 

(c)  Grant  the  permit  I 


]±  ^ 


This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant 


S0I 


oignri icanr 


X 


Basis  for  Decision:  Proposed  w'aste  management  program  should  minimize  environmental 
impact. 
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'STAT “ OF  f/jai\3TAa“^j  A Helena, Montana  i960i 


August  15 ^ 19 73 


Joitn  S -r*  M D. 

0!S£CTur* 


-wvTi:-  - • 


Board  of  County/-  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Eozeoan 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Coua-thouse,  ^saman 
City-County  Health  Department,  ,Box  639;.  ijoee!r^.n 
Environmen-tal  Qraality  Council,  Helena 
Deoartment  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 


..State  Library,  Helena 
Homer  Julian,  R.P.  1.,  Boseman 
rlrs . Pearl  Read,  B,H.  1,  Bozeman 
Gilbert  Robertson,  R.H,  1,  Bozeman 
Russell  VJestlahe,  R.R.  1,  Bozeman 
Helen  Walloer,  R.R.  1,  Bozeman 
Kenneth  Walker,  R,R.  1,  Box  ho3,  Bozeman 


Gentlemen: 


The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared 
with  an  application  for  a livestock  waste  controa  iacixi‘A'  F- 
for  the  Walker  Ranch  swine  operation  norma  of  Bozeman.  It  is 


for  your  review  ana  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permii 


in  conjunction 
rmit  submitted 
being  submitted 


Our  review  does  not  indicate  significant  environmental  effect;  and  ve 
are  therefore  asking  that  cotmnents  and/or  additional  information  be  submit  ued 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date. 


After  that  period,  we  will 


Gomnlets  our  review  of  this  appiicamion. 


Sincerely, 


t 


Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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iratelv  ten  miles  north  of  Bozeman. 


DSSCBIFTIOi;  OF  FR0P03FD  ACTIC-i; 
operation  to  a maxirmam  of  3,000 
the  first  being  an  ercpansion  to 
posed  waste  handling  facilities 
tional  phases  are  corapleted. 


Mr.  Kenneth  Walker  proposes  to  expand  his  confined  sxine 
head.  This  expansion  will  be  accomplished  in  several  phases, 
acco.mmodate  approxima cely  85O  head  at  any  one  time.  The  pro- 
are  adequate  for  this  expansion  and  will  be  enlarged  as  addi- 


iralTIiTlhT  iI'IFOBlilTIOM : Waste  na.terial  will  be  retained  in  holding  pits  having  a minimum 


storage  capacity  for  120  days  of  waste  production-  'The  waste  mater .ial  will  then  be  spread 


on  agricultural  land  for  final  disposal.  App.roximately  1,400  acres  are  amilable  for  sues 


use . 


COMhCiTS: 


M.  Environmental  Impact  The  proposed  expansion  of  this  swine  operation  should  have  little 


additional  environmental  impact.  Hie  expansion  should  add  in  several  ways  to  the  economy 


of  the  area  x^ithout  serious  adverse  environmental  effects. 


2.  Adverse  Ens'ironmental  Effects  Odors  may  occur,  as  with  any  confined  livestock  operation. 


but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  been  a significant  problem  in  the  past.  The  proposed 
waste  management  program  should  minimize  this  effect. 


Ai ter na 1 1 ve  3 

(a)  Re location --Since  this  is  an  expansion  of  an  exi 
practical  to  relocate. 

(b)  Deny  permit  request — No  complaints  have  been  rreceived  regarding  this  operation  in 
the  past,  and  denial  does  not  seem  warranted. 

(c)  Grant  the  permix. 


'.si  L/  1.  L 3 -LOil  rv  Z C ‘./Oil  J .L  -i  ; 


;r  Decision:  Proposed  waste  management  program  should  provide  environmenta 


nrotectior  i”’.  accordance  with  state  g.’ ' t ■‘lines 
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Board  of  County/  Conimissionars , Courthouse^  Billings 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Billings 
County  Health  Department,  Room  205,  Co^arthouse,  Billings 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 
Alf  Hulteng,  Branch  Office,  Box  20206 
^--''gtate  Library,  Helena 

Mike  Mullownay,  Route  1,  Mullowney  Lane,  Billings 
Roy  A.  Linse,  Route  1,  Mullowney  Lane,  Billings 
i5anager.  Holiday  Inn,  5500  Midland  Road,  Billings 
Add  Reese,  1007  Mullovney  Lane,  Billings 
Paul  Amrein,  12  Marshall  Drive,  Billings 
Win.  Weil,  Route  1,  Mullo'^-mey  Lane,  Billings 
Ray  Zeiler,  Route  1,  Box  293>  Billings 


Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  conjunction 
with  an  application  for  a livestock,  waste  control  facility  pex'mi . submitted 
for  the  Ray  Zeiler  Feedlot  southwest  of  Billings,  Montana,  It  is  being  sub- 
mitted for  your  review  and  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permit. 

Our  review  does  not  indicate  significant  environmental  effect,  and  we 
are  therefore  asking  that  comments  and/or  additional  information  be  submitted 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date . 


After  that  period,  we  will  complete  our  review  of  this  appxication. 


Sincerely, 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.B.,  Chief 
Water  Quality/-  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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P'mTANA  STATE  DSPARTJ'EJn’  OF  HZALTTI 
AiTO 

SIT/IROrilvIE^iTAL  SGISIJCE3 


EMIROJiMS3'ITAL  ASSESSMST-IT 
for 

the  Ray  Zeller  Feedlot 

Prepared  By: 

Steven  L.  Pilcher 
Water  Qiaality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


Description  of  the  operation 

Mr.  Ray  Zeller,  BiilLings,  Montana  has  made  application  for  a 
livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  confined  livestock 
feeding  operation  located  approximately  1 l/2  miles  southwest  of 
Billings . The  legal  description  of  this  property  is  the  SE^, 

Sec.18,  T.13.,  R.26E.,  Yellowstone  County.  This  feeding  operation 
has  been  in  existence  since  1948  and  has  capacity  for  1,000  head  of 
livestock  at  any  one  time.  Cattle  are  placed  in  the  lots  and  fed  until 
they  have  reached  market  weight. 

Probable  Impact  on  the  environment 

Any  confined  livestock  operation  may  have  an  effect  on  the  environment 
of  that  area.  While  the  potential  for  both  air  and  water  pollution  exists, 
these  problems  can  be  minimized  throu^  proper  waste  management.  Such 
livestock  operations  also  add  to  the  tax  base  and  economy  of  the  area. 

Probable  adverse  environmental  effects  which  cannot  be  eliminated 


As  stated  earlier,  any  confined  livestock  operation  has  the  potential 
of  creating  an  air  or  water  pollution  problem.  In  the  case  of  this  feeding 
operation,  these  effects  will  be  minimized  through  adequately  designed 
waste  control  facilities  and  an  acceptable  waste  management  program.  A 
holding  pond  will  be  constructed  which  will  retain  the  surface  runoff  from 
the  feeding  area  due  to  rainfall  or  snow  melt.  The  runoff  material  will 
then  be  spread  on  agricultural  land  owned  by  Mr.  Zeiler.  This  should, 
for  all  practical  purposes,  eliminate  any  water  pollution  problem.  To 
minimize  the  air  pollution  or  odor  problem,  ?■&*.  Zeiler  has  proposed  a 
waste  management  pro^am  which  consists  of  bedding  the  lots  with  straw 
and  frequent  removal  and  disposal  of  the  waste  material  which  accumulates 
on  the  feedlot  surface . 

Since  the  feeding  operation  has  been  in  existence  since  1948,  the 
proposed  waste  maaagensnt  plan  should  improve  conditions  in  the  surrounding 
environment. 

Alternatives 


1.  Deny  the  request  for  a permit  - While  there  are  several  commercial 
estab-li.'hmen b's  in  the  vicinity  of  this  operation,  we  have  not 
received  any  complaints  of  pollution  from  this  operation.  An 
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cn-site  evaluation  conducted  in  July  of  this  year  found  the  lot 
to  be  very  well  rr^aintained  and  odors  to  be  niinieal  and  noticeable 
only  within  the  feeding  area.  Denial  does  not  at  this  tine  seem 
warranted . 

2.  Relocation  of  the  feeding  operation  - This  would  mean  substantial 
economic  loss  to  the  ooerator  since  it  is  an  existing  operation. 

It  is  doubtful  that  a more  acceptable  site  is  available  to 

Mr.  Zeiler. 

3.  Grant  the  permit  - Circulation  of  this  assessment  will  better* 
enable  us  to  determine  if  a permit  should  be  granted. 

The  waste  control  facility  and  waste  management  proposal  comply  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 
This  assessment  is  being  circulated  to  further  our  review. 
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Departmeni  oi  Heolrhand  hn /ironmenta  bciences 

STATH  07=  HELENA,  MONTAN  A 59601 

August  23,  19T3 


Jcnn  S.  And'=*'’!;cn  M.O. 

ClftSCTOrf 


* - 1 * . *’  ^ r' 
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Fallon  Count;/ 
Fallon  County 
ToL/n  of  Plov'na 


Board  of  Co'orniss ionars , Courthouse,  Baker  t93l3 
Fealth  Officer  - C.  F.  Hogeboon,  M.D,,  Baker 
, c/o  Mrs.  Delphine  Hoenka,  Town  Clerk,  Pla-ma 


O 'A  n 
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Environoiental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Depa-rtnent  of  Fish  and  Gama,  Helena 
,„.^ate  Library,  Helena 

Alf  Hulteng,  Branch  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 
Thomas  Romo,  Box  IO58,  Baker 


Gentlemen : 


The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  conjunc uion 
with  an  apnlication  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  ouboiioued 
for  Pork  Unlimited,  Inc.,  near  Ple’/na,  Fontana.  It^is  being  submitted  for 
your  review  and  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permit. 


Our  review  does  not  indicate  si.gnificant  environmental  effect;  and  we^ 
are  therefore  asking  that  comments  and/or  additional  information  oe  suDmii-bad 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date. 


After  that  period,  we  will  complete  our  review  of  this  application. 


D.  G.  Wiliams,  P.S.,  Chief 
Water  (Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Tha  feeding  operation  wij.l  be 


LCCATIO:;: 
located  Ip  r.ilsc 


IJZh,  Sec.  33,  T.8ii.,  R.58S 

east  of  Plevna,  Montana. 


of  Fallon  Couni 


DSSCRIPTIOF  OF  FR0P03SI)  AGTIOd: 
operation,  at  the  above  location, 
capacity  for  8,000  head  of  svine. 
sold  as  feeder  pigs.  Future  plans 


Pork  Unlimited , Inc.  has  prepared  to  constmcct  a confined  svine  i 
‘This  operation  will  have,  upon  co.Tipletion  of  all  phases,  a ; 

For  the  present  tine  sows  vill  be  farrovad  and  tha  litters  ' 
will  include  facilities  to  feed  these  pigs  to  narket  weight,  ; 


PSR'TIilEriT  IFFCRiTA.TI0'i : All  livestock  will  be  confined  within  buildings  a 
will  be  contained  in  liquid  manure  pits.  The  storage  in  pits  beneath  the 
mented  by  an  earthen  emergency  storage  pit.  Vy'aste  material  x^ill  be  remove 
spread  on  2,000  acres  of  available  cropland. 


nd  all  waste  material 
buildings  is  supple - 
d by  v'acuum  tnack  and 


\ 


COMSIJTS : 


^1. 


Environmental  Impact  This  proposed  operation  will  have 
on  the  economy  of  the  area.  Environmental  effects  will 
countryside,  increased  activity  during  constxmction  and 
pollution  potential. 


a substantial  beneficial  effect 
include  new  buildings  on  the 
during  operation  and  increased 
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Adverse  Environmental  Effects  As 
of  air  and  water  pollution  exists, 
waste  control  facilities  and  waste 


with  any  confined  livestock  operation,  the  possibility! 

This  potential  has  been  greatly  reduced  through  the  | 
management  program.  | 


A 1 1 e r n a t i ve  3 

(a)  Relocation  - It  would  appear  that  the  site  ’•mhich  has  been  selected  is  entire!;*" 
acceptable . 

( b 'i  . 

action.  This  environmental  re  .'lew  will 


'0;  JJeny  request  - There  does  not  appear  so  be  3iiff.lcient  .Vastif ication  to  take  ^.hls  ‘ 
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STATH  aP  JVICTSJTAiNJ  A HELtNA,  MONTANA  5%0i 


October  1,  1973 


,^/^tate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lake  County  Courthouse,  Poison 

Ralph  Campbell,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Finley  Point,  Poison 

A1  Hawkaluk,  R.3.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Box  1210,  Poison 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Montana  Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Vernon  Snyder,  Mt.  View,  Pablo 

John  Jones,  Route  1,  Box  93,  Poison 

Les  Williams,  North  Crow,  Ronan 

Mr.  Tom  A.  Fieber,  Route  1,  Box  93A,  Poison 

Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  conjunction 
with  an  application  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  submitted 
for  the  Tom  Fieber  swine  operation  near  Pablo,  Montana.  It  is  being  sub- 
mitted for  your  review  and  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permit. 

Our  review  does  not  indicate  significant  environmental  effect;  and  we 
are  therefore  asking  that  comments  and/or  additional  information  be  submitted 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date. 

After  that  period,  we  will  complete  our  review  of  this  application. 


Sincerely, 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Tom  A.  Fieber  Livestock  Operation 
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Environmental  Sciences 

L2F AIRED  3X: 

Steve  Pilcher 

1 3 T n • 

1 9/27/73 

TET'E  0?  ACT  ICE; 

. Administrative 

i 

\ 

LCCATiC;!:  Sec. 5,  T.21N.,  R.19W. , Lake  County  located  approximately  five  miles  north-  ! 

east  of  Pablo,  Montana.  ! 


DESORIFTIOII  OF  EROPOSEO  AGTION:  Mr.  Tom  Fieber  has  made  application  for  a livestock  waste  contrql 
facility  permit  for  an  existing  swine  operation.  The  livestock  are  held  in  total  confinement.  ! 
At  the  present  time,  only  about  12  head  of  swine  are  held  in  confinement.  i 


PERTIIIEIIT  IirFOPMATIOI'I : Since  the  animals  are  held  in  confinement,  there  is  no  surface  runoff 
problem.  Waste  material  will  be  handled  in  dry  form  and  disposed  of  weekly  on  30  acres  of 
adjacent  pasture.  'l\rhen  the  operation  is  expanded,  the  permit  would  be  revised  and  a waste 
storage  lagoon  installed. 


^ 1.  Environmental  Icpact  No  water  pollution  problems  exist  since  the  animals  are  in  total 
confinement.  Odors  will  exist  on  occasion,  but  should  be  minimized  by  routine  vvnste 
removal . 


1 


2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects  The  only  adverse  effect  could  be  occasional  odors  from 
the  operation.  The  small  size  and  the  waste  management  program  should  help  minimize 
this  effect. 


Alternative  3 

J 

I 

1.  Issue  livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  as  requested.  j 

1 

2.  Relocation  - The  existing  site  appears  acceptable.  1 

3.  Deny  request  for  permit  - No  justification  for  such  action.  | 
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‘MDeDartmentOT  Heath  and  Ehwonmenta  Sciences 


'STATE  OF  IViaJMTAfSlA  Helena, Montana  59601 


November  7,  1973 


John  S.  A nderson  M . D 

DIRECTOR 


SfATE  LOCUCFNTS 


MOV  8 19T3 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  Co.  Courthouse,  Billings 
City- County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Billings 

J.  C.  Powers,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Officer,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 

Allen  Bond,  Co.  San.,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Vki.  G.  Michael,  Jr.,  Route  3,  Billings 

Dave  Schall,  Route  3,  Billings 

James  R.  Crouse,  Route  3,  Billings 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Gentlemen: 


The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  conjunction 
with  an  application  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  submitted 
for  the  Carl  Johnson  feeding  operation  near  Billings,  ^fontana.  It  is  being 
submitted  for  your  review  and  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permit. 


Our  review  does  not  indicate  significant  environmental  effect;  and  we 
are  therefore  asking  that  comments  and/or  additional  information  be  submitted 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date. 


After  that  period,  we  will  complete  our  review  of  this  application. 


Sincerely, 


^D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
' Water  Quality  Bureau 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 


« 

DIVISION:  PREPARED  BY: 

Environmental  Sciences  Steve  Pilcher 


DATE: 

11/7/73 


LOCATION:  SE%,  SE%,  Sec. 32,  T. 2N. ,R. 27E. , Yellowstone  County  located  approximately 
8 miles  northeast  of  Billings. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Mr.  Carl  Johnson  has  made  application  for  a livestock 
waste  control  facility  permit  for  an  existing  beef  feeding  operation.  The  operation 
began  in  1952  and  has  capacity  for  approximately  600  cattle  and  covers  approximately 

three  acres. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION:  Surface  runoff  will  be  contained  in  a holding  pond  constmcted  in 
a coulee  which  originates  in  the  feeding  area.  Waste  material  is  removed  from  the  feedin^ 
area  twice  yearly  Ind  disposed  of  on  200  acres  of  agricultural  land.  Liquid  waste  in  the 
holding  pond  will  evaporate  or  will  be  pumped  onto  surrounding  land. 


COMMENTS: 


® 1.  Environmental  Iiipact:  Surface  runoff  will  be  contained  thereby  eliminating 

impact  on  State  waters.  Odors  will  be  minimized  with  proper  waste  management. 
Since  this  is  an  existing  operation,  no  additional  environmental  impact  is 

expected. 


2. 


Adverse  Environmental  Effects:  The  only  adverse 
odors  as  with  any  confined  livestock  operation, 
program  should  minimize  any  adverse  effects. 


effects  could  be  occasional 
The  proposed  waste  management 


3 . Alternatives : 

a.  Issue  livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  as  requested. 

b.  Deny  request  for  permit.  No  justification  for  such  action. 

c.  Relocation.  This  is  an  existing  operation,  and  the  benefits  from  relocation 
would  not  outweigh  the  cost  of  the  same. 
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November  7,  1973 


An  Environmental  Assessment 


for 


Eagle  Creek  Subdivision 


A Proposed  Subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6304  (b)(3),  the 
act  controlling  both  public  and  private  v^ater  supply  and  sewage  disposal  9or  subdi- 
visions, Section  69-5001  to  5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section 
69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  environmental  assessment  is  prepared  by  the  State 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division, 
concerning  the  proposed  Eagle  Creek  Subdivision,  located  near  IPnitefish,  in  Flat- 
head  County,  Montana. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  PROJECT  & PPv.0P0SED  ACTION 

The  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences  has  received  a re- 
quest for  approval  of  a 10-lot  subdivision  known  as  Eagle  Creek.  Subdivision,  near 
Whitefish  Lake,  and  about  6 miles  north  of  IPhitefish,  Montana.  The  plat,  shov/n  on 
the  attached  map,  occupies  12  acres. 

Tb.e  woner-developer  is  Mr.  Ralph  Yearly  of  '.Tliitef  ish . Surveying  and  plat  submittal 
was  done  by  Shaw-Smith,  Inc.,  and  engineering  of  portions  of  the  project  was  done 
by  D.K.  Marquardt  of  Kalispell. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  Supply  for  the  project  would  consist  of  a spring  intake  on  Eagle  Creek,  a 
collection  box,  a storage  tank  and  a distribution  system.  Chlorination  would  be 
provided  at  the  storage  tank.  The  spring  was  inspected  in  late  August  of  1973, 
when  surface  water  flows  were  minimal,  and  the  flow  in  Eagle  Creek  appeared  to  be 
much  more  than  ample. 

TOPOGRAPHY.  SOILS  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Percolation  tests  conducted  within  the  proposed  subdivision  indicate  fairly  rapid 
soil  absorption,  adequate  for  subsurface  sewage  disposal. 

The  terrain  within  the  project  is  quite  steep  in  areas,  and  is  the  single  most  serious 
concern  with  development.  All  proposed  lots  were  inspected,  however,  and  all  have  at 
least  limited  areas  of  suitable  slope  for  sewage  disposal.  Such  relatively  flat  arenas 
will,  of  course,  also  be  the  prime  building  locations.  Presumably,  the  control  of  the 
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actual  uewage  drainfield  sites  will  fall  to  the  county  sanitarian's  office.  As  his 
approval  of  this  subdivision  is  necessary  prior  to  this  office's  approval,  he  must 
agree  to  accept  that  responsibility,  or  else  the  developer  must  provide  some  assurance 
(covenants,  deed  restrictions,  etc.)  that  the  flat  portions  of  lots  will  be  used  for 
sewage  disposal.  This  problem  is  especially  acute  in  lot  7,  where  only  one  small 

saddle  exists.  Should  the  sewage  drainfield  there  fail,  there  would  be  no  alternative 
site. 

Lots  1 and  2 appear  particularly  well  suited  for  building  sites  from  a sewa^^e  dis- 
posal standpoint. 


SURROUNDING  DEVELOPMENT 

The  area  immediately  surrounding  the  proposed  subdivision  is  largely  undeveloped. 

The  Big  Mountain  area,  about  two  miles  to  the  East,  is  being  heavily  developed. 

Summer  homes  and  cabins  are  being  constructed  at  a fairly  rapid  rate  along  the  near- 
by East  shore  of  Whitefish  Lake.  There  is  little  question  that  the  entire  East  lake- 
shore  will  eventually  be  developed  for  housing,  although  steep  slopes  will  be  a de- 
terrent in  the  entire  area. 


FROBABLE  IMPACT  ON  ENVIRONMENT 

At  full  development,  an  influx  of  nine  families  will  have  an  appreciable  impact  on 
the  immediate  subdivision  area.  Road  travel  along  the  County  road  adjacent  to  l^Jhite- 
fish  Lake  will  increase  somewhat,  as  will  road  dust  until  the,  road  is  paved. 

Roads  are  alrea  constructed  in  the  subdivision,  and  additional  clearing  will  be  done 
by  lot  owners  to  accomodate  houses.  Due  to  the  steep  slopes,  some  heavy  equipment 
leveling  will  probably  take  place  to  improve  building  sites.  Construction  of  water 
and  sewer  systems  will  result  in  further  disruption. 

Any  game  habitat  in  the  area  will  be  permanently  lost,  and  aesthetics  in  the  area, 
particularly  during  construction,  can  be  expected  to  suEfer. 


SHORT  TERM  vs.  LONG  TERM  USES  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT 


Subdivision  of  the  subject  12  acres  of  land  will  be  a long  term 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  beneficial  uses.  Building  sites 
families,  but  other  long  terra  uses  of  the  area,  such  as  timber 
or  public  recreation  will  be  eliminated  on  a long  ter,  essentia 
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IRREVERSIBLE  & IRRETRIEVABLE  COMMITMENTS  OF  RESOURCES 

Aside  from  construction  materials  to  build  9 homes,  the  only  substantial  resource 
affected  in  this  project  is  the  essentially  permanent  commitment  of  12  acres  of  land 
to  the  single  use  of  residential  building  sites. 

ALTERNATIVES  TO  PROPOSED  ACTION 

1 . No  Development 

The  area  could  be  left  in  its  existing  condition.  As  roads  are  constructed,  a 
water  supply  partly  developed,  and  two  previous  lots  sold  and  built  upon,  stopping 
development  at  this  time  would  preserve  little  of  the  original  natural  environment. 

2 . Agricultural  Use 

Steep  slopes  make  this  land  of  little  use  for  agricultural  purposes. 

3 . Preservation  of  the  Area 

The  land  could  be  preserved  for  park  or  recreational  purposes  for  future  genera- 
tions. As  mentioned  above,  it  is  already  partly  developed  and  the  natural  en- 
vironment of  the  area  is  already  thoroughly  disrupted.  There  is  apparently 
little  to  make  this  area  unique  or  of  special  interest  for  preservation,  as 
similar  undeveloped  land  exists  throughout  the  area. 

SOURCES  OF  INFORMATION 

A personal  inspection  of  the  area,  plus  information  and  data  supplied  by  the  surveyor 
and  by  the  engineer  for  the  project,  aided  in  the  preparation  of  this  statement. 

THIS  STATEMENT  HAS  BEEN  PREPARED  BY: 

David  Nunnallee,  BSCE,  MSCE,  PE,  Public  Health  Engineer  for  the  Montana  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  Related  experience  includes  six  years  of 
work  as  a sanitary  engineer  for  the  States  of  Montana  and  Washington. 

COPIES  SENT  TO; 

1.  Mr.  Ralph  Yearly,  P.O.  Box  1028,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 

2.  Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 

3.  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  & Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 

4.  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  F.alispell,  MT  59901 

5.  Mr.  Art  Clarkson,  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  5s  Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT 

6.  Montana  Water  Resources  Board,  Mitchell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT  59601 

7.  Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 

Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601 

8.  Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 
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9.  Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 
10.  U.S.F.S.,  Forest  Supervisor,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Kalispell,  MT  5f:'96l 

11  ~ Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  ’TT  5^'90l 

12.  Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  5*^901 

13.  Bruce  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 

14.  Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  ^19,  Kalispell,  MT  5^‘^0l 

15.  Mr.  John  Thorsen,  Whitefish  City  Hall,  l-Thitefish,  MT  59^37 

16.  Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  MT  5^"0l 

17.  Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  PT  59801 

18.  Dr.  John  Tibbs,  Director,  U.  of  Montana  Biological  Station,  U.M,  Missoula,  MI  5^801 
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John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 
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1 2 1973 


State  Library,  Helena 

Musselshell  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Roundup 

K.A. I.  Cassimally,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Off.,  210  3rd  St.  West,  Roundi^) 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Town  of  Melstone,  c/o  Tovm  Clerk,  Melstone 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Joseph  Pease,  Melstone 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  conjunction 
with  an  application  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  submitted 
for  the  Joseph  Pease  winter  feeding  operation  near  Melstone,  Montana.  It 
is  being  submitted  for  your  review  and  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permit. 

Our  review  does  not  indicate  significant  environmental  effect;  and  we 
are  therefore  asking  that  comments  and/or  additional  information  be  submitted 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date. 

After  that  period,  we  will  complete  our  review  of  this  application. 

Sincerely, 

/pc  , J a /P 

D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 


DIVISION: 

Environmental  Sciences 


PREPARED  BY: 
Steve  Pilcher 


DATE: 

11/8/73 


LOCATION:  SW%,  Sec. 31,  T.ION.,  R.31E.,  Musselshell  County.  Located  approximately  3/4  mile 
south  southwest  of  Melstone,  Montana. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease  has  made  application  for  a livestock 
waste  control  facility  permit  for  a proposed  livestock  operation  near  Melstone,  Montana. 

The  proposed  feeding  area  would  cover  approximately  3.8  acres  and  would  handle  approximately 
400  head  of  livestock.  It  is  intended  that  cattle  will  be  in  the  lots  from  approximately 
October  15  to  i^ril  15  of  the  following  year.  (Feedlot  shown  as  1 on  attached  map) 


PERTINBTT  INFORMATION:  The  Soil  Conservation  Service  has  calculated  surface  runoff  from 
the  feedlot  and  contributing  drainage  is  to  be  5.21  acre  inches  and  has  designed  a 
control  facility  having  7.43  acre  inches  of  storage.  Liquid  waste  can  then  be  disposed 
of  on  14  acres  of  adjacent  hayland.  Solids  will  be  disposed  of  on  100  acres  of  agricultural 
land. 

The  Town  of  Melstone  currently  utilizes  the  Musselshell  River  as  their  municipal  water 
supply.  The  water  intake  is  located  approximately  1 mile  downstream  from  the  proposed 
'^eeding  operation.  (Shown  as  2 on  the  attached  map) 


COMMENTS: 


1.  Environmental  Impact:  Livestock  are  periodically  held  in  this  general  area  and  so 
the  proposed  operation  should  not  have  considerable  additional  impact  on  the 
environment  of  the  area.  The  only  time  the  waste  from  the  proposed  operation  could 
affect  water  quality  would  be  under  extreme  rainfall  or  runoff  conditions.  At 
that  time,  runoff  from  other  agricultural  waste  sources  will  also  be  present 

in  the  receiving  stream. 

2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects:  Odors  from  this  operation  should  be  minimal  due  to 
location,  but  will  exist  on  occasion  as  with  any  livestock  operation.  If  it  is 
used  as  a winter  feeding  operation  as  indicated,  these  odors  should  not  be  a problem. 
A potential  threat  of  pollution  to  the  Musselshell  River  is  nearly  eliminated  by 

the  control  facilities  and  waste  management  program. 

3.  Alternatives: 

a.  Issue  livestock  waste  control  facility  as  requested. 

b.  Relocation.  It  would  be  desirable  to  find  a site  farther  from  town  and  below 
the  municipal  water  intake,  but  such  site  is  not  readily  available  to  Mr.  Pease. 
The  precautionary  measures  which  are  proposed  should  make  the  existing  location 
acceptable . 


c. 


Deny  request  for  permit.  Does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  justification  for 
such  action. 
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C)eDartment  of  Health  and  Endronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAJVSA  Helena, Montana  59601 

November  12,  1973 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 
DIRECTOR 


S 1 fi  a E.  uU  iVi  C.f'l  i S 


^JOV  1 2 1973 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Musselshell  Co.  Courthouse,  Roundup 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

K.  A.  I.  Cassimally,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Off.,  210  3rd  St.  West,  Roundup 
City  of  Roundup,  c/o  Andrew  Spranger,  City  Clerk,  Roundup 
Mrs.  Celestine  Turner,  Roundup 
Mr.  William  Watkins,  Roundup 

Mr.  W.  H.  Townsend,  Goulding  Creek  Route,  Roundup 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  in  conjunction 
with  an  application  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  submitted 
for  the  Roundi:^)  Cattle  Feeders,  Inc.  near  Roundup.  It  is  being  submitted 
for  your  review  and  comment  prior  to  granting  this  permit. 

Our  review  does  not  indicate  significant  environmental  effect;  and  we 
are  therefore  asking  that  comments  and/or  additional  information  be  submitted 
within  ten  days  of  the  above  date. 

After  that  period,  we  will  conplete  our  review  of  this  application. 


Sincerely, 


G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
/ Water  Quality  Bureau 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 


% for 

Roundup  Cattle  Feeders,  Inc. 

Roundup , Montana 

DIVISION:  PREPARED  BY:  DATE: 

Environmental  Sciences  Steve  Pilcher  11/12/73 


LOCATION:  Section  8,  T.8N.,  R.26E.,  Musselshell  County.  The  feeding  operation  is  located 
3 miles  east  of  Roundup  on  Highway  12. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Mr.  W.  H.  Townsend,  representing  the  Roundup  Cattle  Feeders, 
Inc. , has  made  application  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  their  existing 
feeding  operation.  The  feeding  area  covers  approximately  129  acres  and  has  a capacity  for 
10,000  to  12,000  cattle. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION:  Due  to  extraneous  drainage  approximately  66  acre  feet  of  surface 
runoff  must  be  controlled.  Control  is  provided  through  4 existing  ponds  and  2 proposed  ponds 
having  storage  capacity  for  85.23  acre  feet  of  runoff.  Runoff  will  then  be  disposed  of 
through  evaporation  and  plant  use  as  they  are  designed  as  broad  shallow  ponds.  Solids  will 
be  disposed  of  on  surrounding  land. 


COMMENTS: 

1.  Environmental  Impact:  This  operation  has  been  in  operation  for  some  time  and  should 
therefore  not  have  significant  additional  impact  on  the  environment  of  the  area. 
Livestock  waste  will  be  used  to  fertilize  agricultural  land  and  help  reclaim  mined 
lands.  Due  to  the  topography,  a considerable  volume  of  runoff  must  be  controlled 

in  the  ponds,  but  with  proper  construction,  there  should  be  no  problems. 

2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects:  Odors  could  exist  on  occasion,  but  the  location  and 
direction  of  the  prevailing  winds  should  minimize  the  adverse  effect  during  those 
periods . 

3.  Alternatives: 

a.  Issue  livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  as  requested. 

b.  Deny  request  for  permit.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  justification 
for  such  action. 

c.  Relocation.  This  is  an  existing  operation  which  would  require  a substantial 
investment  to  relocate.  The  waste  management  program  should  provide  adequate 
environmental  protection  and  does  not  justify  relocation. 
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